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His Answer 
By Edith M. Gunderson 
66 THER, my room is bare— 
Devoid of comfort and of all 
things fair !” 
I sadly cried; “And dost Thou never 
care?” 


With grave, yet gentle tone the Master 
said, 
“Should earthly comforts all round one 
be spread 
Whose Master had not where to lay His 
head?” 


“Father, I live alone — 

My friends no longer will by me be 
known !” 

I cried, in piteous and beseeching tone. 


Then His reproachful voice the silence 
cleft: 

“Shouldst thou lament because thy 
friends have left, 

When I, thy Master, was of all bereft?” 


“Father, I bow in shame,” 

I cried. “No longer eomfort, joy, or 
fame 

Id seek; but only this: to bear Thy 
name !” 

But lo! e’er since that day of glory fair 

ilumines all my room which once was 
bare! 

Nor live I more alone — for He is there! 


Through the Eye of a Needle 


Scripture abounds in vivid illus- 
trations of spiritual truth taken from 
everyday life. ‘One of these is found in 
our Lord’s comparison of a rich man 
and a camel. Speaking of the hindrance 
of riches, He said, “It is easier for a 
camel to go through the eye of a needle, 
than for a rich man to enter into the 
kingdom of God” (Matt. 19:24). The 
Companion Bible, among other commen- 
taries, holds that this means a camel 
with its burden, and thus explains “the 
eye of a needle” —“A small door fixed 
in a gate and opened after dark. To pass 
through, the camel must be unloaded. 
Hence the difficulty of the rich man. He 
must be unloaded, and hence the proverb 
common in the East. In Palestine the 
‘camel’; in the Babylonian Talmud it 
is the elephant.” (The same authority 
says, “Not a cable, as some suggest,” re- 
ferring to the camel.) The lesson taught 
by this comparison is of course well 
known: that a rich man, having his own 
and his ,family’s physical needs, more 


“ 


than well supplied, is likely to be blind 

to his spiritual need, and to be unwill- 

ing to give up his love for and trust in 

his riches, and take the place of a hum- 

ble sinner before God. In a recent leaf 

of the French calendar, Meditations 

Quotidiennes, an additional lesson was 

brought out of this passage by this 
quaint comment: “When God makes a 

rich man go through the eye of a needle, 

it is a very different man who comes out 

on the other side.” And the same thought 

fits many of our hard experiences, which 

strip us of all self-confidence, and even 
of some of our cherished worldly goods, 
and force us down to the bedrock of 
God’s promises. Only when we get a 
vision of “the unsearchable riches of 
Christ,” can we say with Paul: “But we 
glory in tribulations also: knowing that 
tribulation worketh patience; and pa- 

tience, experience; and experience, hope: 

and hope maketh not ashamed; because 
the love of God is shed abroad in our 
hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given 
unto us” (Rom. 5:3-5). 


x 


ll. Messages From Daniel for Our Times 


An editorial by Ernest Gordon 


raised up a Noah; of Sodom and 
Gomorrah, an Abraham. Then 
he awakened the Jewish nation and kept 
it alive in the midst of a fallen and per- 
verted world. In the totalitarian state 
of Nebuchadnezzar, this manifested itself 
in pure and concentrated form. God 
chose witnesses, a handful only, three 
— their names are given — who represent 
in our chapter the Church of God. 
God armed these three men that they 
should not bow before the statue Nebu- 
chadnezzar had raised. God armed them 
in the reply he put into their mouth 
when they were dragged before princes 


A T THE time of the deluge God 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“For the earth shall be filled: 
with the knowledge of the glory 
of the Lord, as the waters cover 
the sea” (Hab. 2:14). 

_————— 




















and kings and tribunals. They gave an 
answer that could not have come from 
human brain. They entered into no dis- 
cussion, but from their lips came the 
simple testimony for which they were 
chosen and strengthened: “We are not 
careful to answer thee in this matter. 

. Our God whom we serve is able to 
deliver us . . . we will not serve thy 
gods, nor worship the golden image 
which thou hast set up” (Dan, 3:17, 18). 


This miracle of the confessing Church, 
standing before the human tyrant, is as 
a wall unexpectedly rising from the 
ground. It is not built by hands of man. 
Did Nebuchadnezzar have a _ presenti- 
ment that this wall was more impreg- 
nable than those of the fortification he 
had built around Babylon? In face of 
this united testimony, the omnipotent 
becomes impotent. He loses dignity, is 
filled with madness so that his visage 
changes. He gives orders incapable of 
execution, more ridiculous than royal. 
“Heat the furnace one seven times 
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more.” The thtee had nu time even to 
unclothe. So does Nebuchadnezzar scat- 
ter in short drder any who try to oppose 
what he has “established.” 


Yet Nebuchadnezzar must have real- 
ized that here was no affair of young 
folk only. These three men represented 
the chosen family of God, and that is 
why the promise of Isaiah (43:2, 3) was 
fulfilled regarding them: “When thou 
walkest through the fire, thou shalt not 
be burned’. . . For I am the Lord thy 
God.” These things were done by God, 
He of whom the first chapter says at 
various times, “God gave.” It was God’s 
miracle that, in Nebuchadnezzar’s totali- 
tarian state, there were three men who 
would not worship the statue. Here is 
the miracle of the confessing Church. 
That they were not swallowed of fire is 
no greater one. 


And now the question that can be an- 
swered only when we see “face to face”! 
Who was the fourth, whom Nebuchad- 
nezzar saw with consternation among the 
others? We dare believe it was not 
only ‘a son of the gods” but the Son of 
God, who has descended into the furnace 
of this world because He is cognizant of 
all the length and breadth of oyr sin and 
the depth of our fall. This prophecy is 
a prefiguration of that which passed “in 
those days” in Jerusalem. There all 
prostrated themselves, even Peter the 
Rock. There, too, all the depth of the 
fall was revealed. There another stood 
up before the Nebuchadnezzar of His 
day and refused to reply. There another 
replied to the officers, “My God, whom 
I serve, is able to deliver me from thy 
hands with twelve legions of angels.” 

It is because of the greatness of our 
fall that we have Good Friday and 
Easter. That which happened then is 
greater than that which took place in 
Babylon. That which appeared before 
the terrified eyes of Nebuchadnezzar on 
the plain of Dura was a small thing 
compared with what the frightened sol- 
diers saw in the garden of Joseph of 
Arimathea. Not only -the furnace of 
Nebuchadnezzar, but death itself, had 
no more power over Him. The hair of 
His head was not burned, His garments 
suffered no harm, and even the odor of 
fire had not impregnated His clothing, 
for He had risen and entered into His 
glory (Luke 24:26), 

Since then, where two or three are 
gathered together in His name, there 
is He in the midst of them as a fourth, 
And when two or three must enter into 
the fire of affliction He, who is the Mas- 
ter of all tombs and all crematories, is 
there, the Lord also of every “furnace 
of affliction” (Isa. 48:10). 


“Because there is no other God that 
can deliver after this sort” (Dan. 3:29). 





This editorial is based on “La Prophétie de 
Daniel et Notre Temps,” by Walter Luthi. 
(Published by Delachaux et Niestlé, S. A., 
Paris 7, France. No English translation.) 
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III. THE Beasts COMING OUT OF THE SEA 


What is to become of our country, of 
other countries, of the various conti- 
nents? What is to become of the Jewish 
people, of the evangelical Church, of the 
Catholic Church, of Islam? What is to 
become of the world, of ourselves, of 
our children? It would be madness to 
seek an answer to this flood of questions 
elsewhere than in the Bible. It would 
be presumptuous, on the other hand, to 


represent to ourselves the situation of. 


the present world as less mysterious 
and incomprehensible than it appeared 
to the Prophet Daniel, and especially 
so in his seventh chapter. 

Daniel saw first a sea, troubled in 
movement. Across all the peoples of the 
earth today is similar . disturbance. 
Whither go these great currents, and 
how are we to explain them? Do they 
rise or fall; advance or recoil, go to left 
or right? Have we here awakening, or 
the beginning of sleep? This struggle 
between peoples—is it childbirth or 
death agony? The storms that are un- 
chained on earth, are they of autumn 
or of spring? We know not. We sim- 
ply state that no word can be found 
more applicable to the present state of 
the world than those of the prophet: 

“The four winds of the heaven strove 
upon the great sea” (Dan, 7:2). From 
this sea in movement we see forms and 
figures emerge. Till now one has not 
seen the like and one thinks of sagas 
of primitive races, legends of antiquity 
— lions and leopards with wings, animals 
with ten horns. We, too, see — cultured 
men of the twentieth centyry — what 
we never expected to see. We have seen 
world wars, a world of Bolshevism, a 
world capitalism. We have seen world 
crises, paroxysms of madness coming at 
once from overproduction and unem- 
ployment. The world movement of the 
godless spreads today over the surface 
of the earth, and we see the contour 
of the totalitarian state design itself ever 
more sharply, that modern state that 
would usurp God’s place. The beasts 
that rise from the sea roar, they raise 
their heads, one after the other. One 
has a mouth “speaking great things,” 
with arrogance. Do not the words fit 
our generation with its world press, its 
unimagined possibilities of propaganda, 
its radio? / 

Particular interpretations may prove 
true or false, but it is certain that the 
general view given by Daniel on the 
actual situation in this world comes from 
a revelation that dominates history. The 
world is a howling ocean coming out 
of which are monsters with bristling 
manes, 

But the prophet sees above this somber 
reality a vision of hope. Above the sea 
ig a throne surrounded by fire and on 
this throne one named mysteriously the 
“Ancient of days.” His garment was 
white as snow, and his hair as pure wool. 
This strange scene takes gradually the 


‘about 200 -years before 
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appearance of a judgment hall. Around 
the throne are thousands of thousands of 
servants. The judges are set and the 
books opened. 

A prolongation of life is given to the 
beasts, but only to the time fixed by the 
Ancient ef Days on the throne. The 
victory of this or that beast is not de- 


(Continued on page 480) 








Notes on Open Letters 
Only One Isaiah 


Please give information on the an- 
swer to question 2, in April 3, 1948, 
issue, on the Sunday school lesson for 
April 18. We have a Bible reference 
saying that Isaiah did not write the 
last chapters of that book, but some 
unknown prophet wrote after the exile 
and before the restoration. Isaiah 
chapter 44 written in 540 B.C.; the res- 
toration 536 B.C.—A Missouri reader. 
Pastor Macaulay’s questions and an- 

swers were as follows: 

“Which of the prophets named the 
king who should order the return, and 
how long before the event? Isaiah, 
(Isa, 44:28 to 
45: 4).” 

Mr. Macaulay replied to the reader’s 
inquiry as follows: 

“The Liberal school have largely ac- 
cepted the critical view that the latter 
portion of Isaiah was written not by 
Isaiah, but by someone else many years 
later. We of the Conservative school 
reject this proposition as pure specula- 
tion without adequate foundation. It is 
true that the general tone of the writ- 
ing in Isaiah 40 to 66 is on the whole 
loftier than that of the earlier chapters, 
but many exceptions could be found to 
this general rule, and we believe that 
the basic agreement in vocabulary and 
style is just as marked as the superficial 
difference. 

“We do not believe that inspiration 
robbed a man of his own personality, 
so that even in the inspired writings 
the development of a prophet’s person- 
ality and even his varying moods can 
be discerned, ' 

‘May I mention one or two other rea- 
sons why we do not accept the deutero- 
Isaiah theory. There is nothing of the 
Babylonian or Persian atmosphere in 
Isaiah such as is found in Ezekiel and 
Danie}. Most convincing of all to us is 
the fact that the entire book, as we know 
it, was attributed to Isaiah by the New 
Testament writers. See, for instance, 
Matthew 3:3; 8:1; 12:18-22; Luke 3:4; 
John 1:23; 12:38; Romans 10:16-21. I 
still believe that the name of Cyrus was 
given two hundred years or so before 
he came to the throne and proclaimed 
the emancipation of the Jews. 

“I trust you find this answer satis- 
factory. There are many conservative 
works which will give much more in- 
formation than I can do in a brief letter.” 
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ls America To Be a Secular State? 


Can it be neutral toward God and the Bible? 





that the solution for the problem 
proposed by the Supreme Court’s 
decision is to stir up the churches and 
the Sunday schools to be more dili- 


Ge Christian leaders are saying 


gent in teaching children the truths 
concerning Christ. Others believe it 
will be a great incentive for the 


spread of the Christian school move- 
ment in America. These conclusions 
are true, but they altogether miss the 
most important question involved, and 
that is whether America is to be a 
secular state, attempting to be neutral 
with regard to God and the Bible. Are 
we to relegate to the churches and the 
home all religious things and thus de- 
clare to the child that real education 
carried on in the school not only does 
not need God, but must exclude God? 
It is a matter of fact that America has 
been built upon the Bible and upon a 
belief in a personal God. This means 
that America is not a secular state, as 
France has been from the French Revo- 
lution till fhe last war. America is not 
a Mohammedan state as Turkey is. 
America is not a Jewish state, as Pales- 
tine would be if turned over to the Jews. 
The five million Jews in America have 
the greatest freedom and blessing un- 
der the American flag that they have 
ever enjoyed. But this does not mean 
that the Jews. can veto the Christian 
foundations of America, either in the 
public schools or elsewhere. Otherwise, 
they might protest the general observ- 
ance of Sunday as the rest day. They 
might insist on Saturday. They have no 
legal or moral right to protest the use 
of the New Testament in the schools. 
This is not merely because there are 
85 million Christian church members in 
America and only 5 million Jews out of 
145 million people. It goes deeper than 
majorities. ‘It goes back to the founda- 
tion principles of our nation. 


Roman, Catholic Control Means Tyranny 


Again, it should be clearly understood 
that this is a Protestant nation as over 
against a Roman Catholic nation. This 
question has not to do with the doctrines 
of the Catholic Church with regard to 
a personal God, the trinity, salvation 
through Jesus Christ, and other funda- 
mental doctrines which the Catholics 
hold in common with all other Chris- 
tians. It has to do with the fact that 
the fundamental law of the Roman Cath- 
olic Church directly contravenes the 
fundamental law of the United States 
of America. American law requires the 
separation of church and state. The 
Catholic law declares that this is not 
only a great heresy, but the cause of all 


Fifty-six years ago the Supreme 
Court declared “that this is a Chris- 
tian nation.” It was founded on 
Bible principles; our coins still bear 
the words, “In God We Trust”; and 
there is a godly remnant in America. 
Doubtless thousands of professing 
Christians are resting complacently 
on their forefathers’ reputation and 
faith, and their own lightly held 
church membership, and crime and 
lawlessness have increased. But to 
ban the Bible now from our educa- 
tional system would be to remove 
the cornerstone from our already 
damaged foundations. In this article 
_Dr. McQuilkin discusses further the 
problem of Bible instruction in the 
public schools, and brings to bear 
upon it recent United States history. 
It is the third in his series on “The 
Supreme Court and the Atheist,” 
which will be concluded next week. 








the ills that nations have. Wherever 
the Catholics can get contro] of the re- 
ligion of a state, it means absolute re- 
ligious tyranny. This is not a matter of 
theory, but of practice. Many South 
American countries are now in a death 
struggle to break away from this tyranny 
of a Roman Catholic dominated state. In 
parts of Canada the battle for religious 
liberty has been lost when the Catholics 
have gained control. There are patri- 
otic Catholics and liberal-minded Cath- 
olics who really favor the American 
way, and would not be among those who 
take away religious liberty, but we are 
speaking here of the fundamental law 
of the Roman Catholic Church. There 
is also the further fact that the Roman 
Catholic Church is a powerful political 
organization. There is a Catholic state 
at the Vatican, which is a Catholic state 
as well as a church. All of these facts 
indicate that one of our greatest battles 
for American freedom is the battle 
against these Roman Catholic doctrines 
and: practices which would destroy our 
liberty. 

Is this problem to be solved by seek- 
ing to make the government neutral 
with regard to God and the Bible? Are 
we to oblige the Catholic leaders who 
want to‘keep the Bible and religion com- 
pletely out of American education, and 
thus declare that education to be god- 
less? This would be the effect of the 
Supreme Court decision carried to its 
logical end. 

Mohammedanism is not a religious 
sect. It is a religion. Mohammedanism 
contains various sects, some of which 


By Robert C. McQuilkin, D.D. 


President of Columbia Bible College 


differ radically from the others. In the 
same way Judaism is not a sect of re- 
ligion; it is a religion. There have been 
among the Jews various sects. In the 
same way Christianity is not a sect. It 
is the true, revealed religion, and it is 
the religion of America. (We are using 
“religion” here in the popular sense; 
strictly speaking, Christianity is not a 
“religion” and still less “one of the re- 
ligions.”) It is popularly divided into two 
broad divisions, Protestants with perhaps 
over 200 sects, and the Roman Catholics 
as one great world-wide system. Now we 
may say that on 97 per cent of the great 
teachings the Protestant sects agree. 
We cannot include the Catholic Church 
as one of the sects, and because of this 
the temptation has been to call Protes- 
tantism as a whole a sect, as over against 
Catholicism. It is a very simple matter 
to get the common denominator of Chris- 
tianity as represented by the Protestant 
sects, but the difficulty with regard to 
the Roman Catholic Church is that what 
Protestants and other Americans would 
regard as distinctly sectarian teachings 
are regarded by the Catholic Church as 
of the essence of Christianity. There is 
the added difficulty of their view of 
church and state, which is not in the 
class of a religious doctrine that they 
have the perfect liberty to hold, but is 
in the class of a doctrine that is con- 
trary to the foundations of the Amer- 
ican government. We conclude therefore, 
that the religion of America is “Chris- 
tianity,” interpreted as including those 
things on which all Christians agree; 
or we face the alternative that there is 
no such thing as “Christianigy,” but only 
various religious bodies or religious sects, 
none of which should have anything to 
do with public education in America. 
This is real “secularism,” and it can only 
be practical atheism. Whatever legal 
words are wrapped around the descrip- 
tion of democracy and morality and 
whatever religious flavor is given to edu- 
cation in our public schools, the result 
in the life of the children will be always 
what the result is when God is left out 
and when no divine sanction is given to 
moral precepts. 


“This Is a Christian Nation” 


, In the famous case of Trinity Church, 
decided by the Supreme Court, Febru- 
ary 29, 1892, the Court decided that, the 
church had the right to employ a rector 
from England, even though a lower 
court had decided that this was contrary 
to the letter of the regulation concern- 
ing the importation of aliens under con. 
tract to perform labor. The Supreme 
Court in their opinion gave a lengthy 
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statement which climaxed in the words: 
“These and many other matters which 
might be noticed add a volume of un- 
official declarations to the mass of or- 
ganic utterances that this is a Christian 
nation.” The Court added, “In the face 
of all these, shall it be believed that a 
Congress of the United States intended 
to make it a misdemeanor for a church 
of this country to contract for the serv- 
ices of a Christian minister residing in 
another nation?” Their opinion quoted 
from the constitutions of several states: 
“If we examine the constitutions of the 
various states we find in them a constant 
recognition of religious obligations.” 
They quoted the constitution of Missis. 
sippi as stating: ‘No person who denies 
the being of a God, or a future state 
of rewards and punishments, shall hold 
any office in the civil department of this 
state. .“. . Religion, morality, and knowl- 
edge being necessary to good govern- 
ment, the preservation of liberty, and 
the happiness of mankind, schools, and 
the means of education shall forever 
be encouraged in this state.” Another 
statement of the Supreme Court opin- 
ion: “It is also said and truly, that the 
Christiar religion is a part of the com- 
mor law of Pennsylvania.” 


Grave Dangers of Atheistic Leadership 


How far do these declarations of the 
Supreme Court, which have been re- 
peated a thousand times in the opinions 
of lower courts and in the pronounce- 
ments of our greatest American leaders, 
accord with the reasonings of the recent 
Supreme Court decision? Or shall we 
put it this way, “How far do they accord 
with giving atheists rights that are equal 
in the matter of religious beliefs with 
the fundamental Christian basis of 
America?” The issue ultimately is a 
clear-cut issue between turning our 
Christian state into a secular state, giv- 
ing liberty to various ehurches to hold 
whatever views they want, but making 
a fence or an iron curtain between gov- 
ernment and all that is concerned with 
religion. I do not believe that the Su- 
preme Court justices intended this. It 
is simply pointed out that there are these 
grave dangers of supporting the atheistic 
leadership of a number of our higher 
educational institutions, 

For a hundred years the textbooks of 
American schools were based on the 
Bible, and took for granted these com- 
mon teachings. Today we find these re- 
ligious and moral textbooks eliminated. 
In their place we have textbooks pre- 
senting to the children the crudest the- 
ories of evolution as facts. The great 
scientists (not religious leaders) declare 
that these theories of evolution have 
never been proved, but they are pre- 
sented in our schoolbooks in a way 
that makes the child believe not only 
that they are facts, but that they con- 
tradict the Bible. 

A number of Christian leaders have 
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declared that the Supreme Court de- 
cision will give them a ground for ex- 
cluding atheistic teaching from the pub- 
lic schools. They declare that if the 
Bible and Christian teachings are to be 
excluded, then we have a right to ex- 
clude atheism. But there is grave dan- 
ger here that we will be admitting that 
atheism has the same right as Christian- 
ity in America. It is to be deplored 
that this very idea might be gained from 
the Supreme Court decision. The fact 
is that an atheist, as an American citi- 
zen, has all the civil rights of another 
citizen. But does he have the right to 
vetu everything in America that might 
contradict his atheism? 


America is waking up today to the 
fact that Communism is an enemy. We 
have free speech, but we do not think 
that this free speech includes the propa- 
gation of Communism that would de- 
stroy American life. Atheism is not the 
basis of American life. But this tragic 
thing has happened that our atheistic 
philosophers, like John Dewey of Co- 
lumbia, have had tremendous influence in 
teAching as science a secular antisuper- 
natural philosophy of education. Dr, J. 
Oliver Buswell in an able article pub- 
lished in THE Sunpay ScuHoot Times (Feb. 
14, 1948) describes the convention of 
educators met in honor of Dr, Bode, who 
teaches that there is no divine sanction 
for moral laws. He teaches that all 
supernaturalism should be ruled out of 
education. He teaches that we must do 
away with authority in the matter of 
morals. He meant by that divine author- 
ity. He excluded God on the ground 
that we should exclude all authority. 
He declared that morals are based on 
“social expediency.” Dr. Buswell asked 
him if “social expediency” would not 
then be an authority. He laughed the 
question off. He could not answer it. 
There is no answer to it. These men 
are utterly unscientific in their basis of 
education, and yet this atheistic, secular 
education: has been subtly controlling 
things in several of our universities and 
in our schools. Christians have been 
asleep. The Supreme Court decision on 
the one hand is the greatest support that 
the atheistic philosophy of education has 
ever had in America. On the other 
hand, let us pray that it may awaken 
Christians to see that the menace of Mod- 
ernism, Catholicism, and-other evils is 
not to be compared with the menace 
of a secular state and of an atheistic 
educational system. 


Has Any Individual the Veto? 


Another fallacy encouraged by the 
Supreme Court’s reasoning is that an 
atheist or a Jew or any individual in 
America ‘has the veto. Let a school go 
forward with chapel exercises, including 
prayer, the reading of the Bible, the giv- 
ing of spiritual messages. If no one 
objects it is quite all right. The super- 
intendent may put in a course in Bible 
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and have it taught in a non-sectarian 
way. If there are no objections it goes 
forward, bringing the blessing that al- 
ways comes from the presenting of the 
Bible and Christian truths. But let one 
Jew or one atheist protest and nearly 
all of the school authorities will suppose 
that he has the law on his side, and that 
we must have nothing in the public 
schools to which an atheist or a Jew 
would object. Those things which are 
to common sense great absurdities, and 
things which contradict every funda- 
mental foundation of America, may 
nevertheless appear to have some reason 
when they are argued from a so-called 
legalistic viewpoint. 


Is Giving In the Solution? 


There are great problems and dangers 
connected with the Bible in public 
schools. How then shall we solve them? 
The way that most Christians have been 
solving these problems is simply to avoid 
the problems, give in to the atheist or 
the Jew or the Catholic, or anyone who 
has an objection. We recognize that 
there are great problems connected with 
training children. Shall we solve these 
problems by deciding not to have any 
children? There are great problems con- 
nected with caring for old people, who 
are sick in body and sick in mind—a 
great burden to their loved ones and to 
the community. The simple solution that 
seme would advocate would be just to 
kill these old people. Of course, we 
would not call this murdering them. We 
would get a gentle, beautiful name — 
euthanasia — that would indicate that we 
are relieving them of their suffering. 

Here is a government harbor. There 
are three ships coming, in laden with 
food. One of those ships has good, 
wholesome food. The other two ships 
have many articles of good diet also, 
but they have poison mixed with their 
food. The government, of course, does 
not want their people to have any poi- 
son mixed with their food. Someone 
proposes that to solve the dispute be- 
tween these three companies that are 
bringing in these three ships, they will 
exclude all of the ships. This solves 
the problem, but the population starves 
to death. 

Now we have three ships in America. 
We have the Christian ship, with the 
Bible principles on which America has 
been built. We have the ship of Cathol- 
icism, loaded with poison, from the Amer- 
ican point of view — its doctrine concern- 
ing the separation of church and state, 
and its belief that the Roman Catholic 
Church, for the good of humanity, should 
be in absolute control of all religion, 
binding a tyranny upon men. They, of 
course, do not call it a tyranny. They 
call it a blessing because of what they 
regard as the true teachings of God. 
There is a third ship called Judaism, 
which in its orthodox form still clings 
to the Old Testament and officially re- 
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jects Christ as the Messiah. Now the 
Supreme Court is calling all these ships 
separate religious sects and says that the 
government must be entirely separate 
from them. Therefore, they exclude 
them all from the government harbor. 
The result is that the population is spir- 
itually starved, so far as their Ameri- 
can education is concerned. 

The Supreme Court seems to close 
its eyes to the fact that the 85 million 
people in America, who are professing 
members of the Christian church, are 
also citizens of the United States of 
America. Do they want their children 
to get a so-called education without God, 
because it is under the auspices of the 
government, and they have to be neutral 
with regard to God? Who is the govern- 
ment? The people of the United States 
is the government. The Supreme Court 
is not sovereign. The people are sov- 
eign. 

There is then this fallacy in the minds 
of many that we can be neutral with 
regard to God. But in the place of God 
there is proposed another religion, and 
this new religion is becoming the pre- 
vailing American religion. In the March 
issue of The Reader’s Digest there was 
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an article entitled, “Shall the Churches 
Invade the Schools?” The difficulties 
and dangers of religious teaching, in the 
schools are pointed out. The article 
was written by a Christian believer. She 
has the same idea as the Supreme Court 
justices, namely, that anything connected 
with the Bible and connected with God 
is to belong to the churches, and it does 
not belong to the government and there- 
fore does not belong to education. But 
she and the Supreme Court justices 
are unanimous in saying that they must 
teach morals and ethics and the princi- 
ples of justice and freedom and love. 
The solution of this article is to teach 
“democracy” and “Americanism.” This 
is the story, then. All agree that the 
blessings of democracy and American- 
ism have come from the Bible and from 
Christian principles. Now that we have 
this great foundation of moral and ethi- 
cal truths, we can leave God and Christ 
and the Bible outside our education. In 
other words, we can take the fruits of 
the Bible and call them democracy and 
make it legal to speak of these things 
in the public schools. This, of course, 
is folly of the worst kind. 


(To be concluded) 


How the West Indies Mission is training young . 
people to carry the Gospel to their own race 


6C7T°HAT’S a strange sight,” said the 

visitor, as the station wagon 
bumped: along the stony road. “It surely 
looks as if that child has two heads!” 
“No,” said the missionary, “she’s just 
carrying on her head a gourd filled with 
fresh water from the spring.” Then 
it was soon evident that there were 
other children along the wayside, carry- 
ing gourds on their heads. Some of the 
boys, walking straight and erect with 
bare feet and almost bare bodies, had 
bundles of dry sticks balanced on their 
head rings. These rings are usually 
woven of rags to give a level support 
on the top of the head. As the darkness 
deepened, and it comes very promptly 
after sunset in Haiti, small fires were 
noticed beside each thatched roof hut, 
One could see dark figures beside each 
fire, preparing the evening meal. And 
a very simple preparation it was! Gen- 
erally speaking, the West Indies people 
do not eat their evening meal until 
after sundown. 

After about six hours of rough moun- 
tain roads, over three separate ranges 
and then a few miles along the southern 
coast overlooking the blue Caribbean, 
we drew near to the old French city 
of Aux Cayes (pronounced “oh-kigh”), 
About a mile outside we turned off this 
highway (built some years ago by the 
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U. S. Marines when they were in charge 
in Haiti), and climbed hills upon which 
are the many buildings that make up 
the West Indies Mission. 

A very warm welcome was given by 
the dozen or more missionaries assem- 
bled at the headquarters cottage of the 
directors, the Rev. and Mrs. John C, 
Depew. It was a real thrill and satis- 
faction to hear good American and Cana- 
dian English spoken after nearly a week 
of listening to little but rapid-fire Span- 
ish in Puerto Rico and the Dominican 
Republic. 

The West Indies Mission started about 
1928 near Placetas, in the center of Cuba, 
when the Rev. Elmer V, Thompson and 
others joined forces with the Rev. B. G. 
Lavastida, a Cuban Gospel minister, who 
was conducting a Children’s Home in 
addition to evangelistic meetings, and 
together they launched a new idea in 
missions. Instead of going out to evange- 
lize the native Cubans, they would call 
in a few converts and train them in a 
three-year Bible school, then send them 
out to preach and evangelize their own 
countrymen, In ten years, the wisdom 
and practical value of this method into 
which God had led them was wonder- 
fully demonstrated. Twelve years ago, 
the call to establish a similar work in 
southwestern Haiti was answered by the 
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Rev. and Mrs. Alexander Mersdorf and 
Miss Zeida Campos, a graduate of the 
Cuba Bible Institute, and two years later 
they were joined by Walter Wunsch, 
who is now principal of the Bible school. 
In 1940 the Rev, and Mrs, John Depew 
joined the work. Mr. Depew is now the 
Haiti field superintendent, with ten or 
twelve associates, 

It seems that the burden for this 
neglected land, only six hundred miles 
from Miami, Florida, was first shared 
with others by a U. S. chaplain of the 
Marines when they were stationed there. 
There are nearly three million souls in 
Haiti, and between the voodoo worship 
of their native Africa and Roman idol- 
atry they have desperate need of the 
Gospel of God’s grace. The established 
church controls the elementary schools, 
where French is taught, but it is little 
read by the people. Creole, a mixture 
of African and French, is spoken, but 
very little has been translated into the 
language of the people. 

On a farm of about thirty acres the 
colony of one hundred and twenty stu- 
dents live and work and study. Some 
garden produce is cultivated by the stu- 
dents in the afternoons, firewood for 
kitchens and laundry is prepared, and 
all sorts of practical home economics 
are studied and demonstrated. No 
tuition is charged, so that such work 
helps to maintain each student’s support. 
On week ends the more advanced stu- 
dents go out*into the mountains and 
preach to the people. After ten short 
years there are now approximately thirty 
thousand believers in over 175 local 
churches scattered over this peninsula, in 
an area about twenty by one hun- 
dred miles. 

This amazing growth has been a real 
work of the Spirit of God blessing the 
sacrificial devotion of the workers and 
the constant emphasis given to evange- 
lism. Rarely, however, is any public 
invitation to accept Christ given. The 
leaders much prefer to have the Hai- 
tians come to them for an interview 
or ask to be shown more perfectly the 
way of salvation. The Haitian gradu- 
ates of the Bible school have high spir- 
itual standards, for a real conversion and 
decisions for Christ are made only after 
the Scriptures have been very carefully 
and prayerfully explained, usually by a 
native. A year of probation is observed 
before one is given a membership in a 
local church or allowed to enter the 
Bible school for training. Not only a 
real experience of saving grace must be 
known and demonstrated, but also 
a full dedication of heart and life and a 
willingness to live the simple life must 
be assured before “a call to the min- 
istry” is recognized. This mission has 
endeavored to guard against any pro- 
fessionalism in ministry or the possibil- 
ity of “a spiritual caste system” among 
the natives. Ambition is a Christian 
grace, but its expression must be devoted 
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to the saving of other souls through 
witnessing and the preaching of the 
Gospel; it is not for social betterment 
or desire to enter city life at the capital. 


As the schools on this peninsula are 
quite elementary, any young man enter- 
ing the Bible school must first take a 
preparatory year to insure a working 
knowledge of Creole, his spoken lan- 
guage, and further knowledge of French, 
in which the Bible is studied. The only 
portion of the Bible‘ which they have in 
Creole available for the common people 
is the Gospel of Luke. Then follows 
three years of thorough study before a 
student graduates from the Bible school. 
Hundreds of graduates have now gone 
out to evangelize this peninsula and 


teach in the local Sunday schools. A- 


few have taken an extra three years’ 
seminary course, and these men become 
fitted to assume positions of leadership 
in their conference of churches. A 
superintendent usually has oversight of 
ten or a dozen local churches. All such 
officers or pastors are supported entirely 
by the free will offerings of the people. 
The members have learned to live sim- 
ply and give generously. Recently the 
local churches voted to receive no finan- 
cial help from the mission, so that the 
work of the school could be advanced. 
For three months a summer Bible school 
is maintained for women, 


A few years ago there was a very 
evident need for a large new building 
where a resident doctor and nurses 
could conduct the rapidly growing clinic. 
The churches all gave generously and 
raised $2,500. This was matched by gifts 
from Canada.and the States, and now 
a fine building, manned by Dr. Dudley 


Nelson; his wife, a registered nurse; and, 


Miss J. Razumny, R.N., with some native 
helpers, who care for the simpler cases, 
About one hundred patients are treated 
each day. Men, women, boys, and girls 
arrive soon after sunrise and are ex- 
pected to attend the morning chapel 
service at 730—a few hymns and a 
brief Bible message. Two personal 
workers, a man and a woman, are on 
duty all morning, quietly talking to one 
after another about their soul’s welfare. 
Many decisions are made after a few 
such visits to the clinic. The healing of 
the soul by the ministry of the Word 
and the grace of the Great Physician is 
found by many who come primarily for 
some bodily healing. A new infirmary 
is now under construction to care for 
those needing treatments for several 
days. A rather soft but durable chalk- 
like limestone is mined from the hill- 
side on the property, and fairly efficient 
labo: is available at reasonable rates 
with assistance by the students in the 
afternoons. 

Meals in the student dining room are 
simple but adequate. Some of the pro- 
duce is grown on the property, but 
usually each week some local church, 
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ten or perhaps fifty miles away, sends in 
a load of vegetables as an offering to 
the mission. This, a faith mission, is 
constantly demonstrating God’s faithful- 
ness and the Lord of the harvest is add- 
ing to the church daily. 

Just now there is need for Scriptures 
which the students can pass out gener- 
ously to the Haitians who can read the 
French. There is a real open door for 
this sort of extension, and since the 
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writer’s return to the States, the well- 
known Scripture booklet, “God’s Mes- 
sage to You, Important Questions An- 
swered by the Bible,” has been printed 
in French and is being sent to Haiti by 
the American Scripture Gift Mission. 
Only as the faith of these humble, child- 
like believers is centered in the written 
Word of God can their life “in Christ” 
be maintained, 


PHILADELPHIA, 


Welcoming the Transient Visitor 
Leaving lasting impressions on young visitors to your class or department 


T IS natural to feel, and show, some- 

what less interest in the young visi- 
tor who announces, “I’m here for just 
today,” or, “for a few Sundays while 
I’m at my auntie’s.” We do not need 
to secure the address and other data 
for our follow-up file, and there is justi- 
fication for concentrating more attention 
on the home school pupils, whose Chris- 
tian nurture is definitely a personal ob- 
ligation. Yet the day’s chief impress 
may be upon a visitor whom we soon 
forget! 


It is unfortunate if the guest is per- 
mitted to feel ignored, either by adult 
workers or by the children who should 
be learning to act as hospitable, friendly 
hosts to all newcomers. This danger is 
more common in small schools and de- 
partments, which seldom have visitors, 
so here is where each teacher and officer 
should be most alert to opportunities for 
training pupils to manifest thoughtful 
good will. Sometimes playing that Sue 
or Jack has come to visit the class or 
department will give practical reality 
to lessons about being kind to strangers. 
It is easy to give this familiar neighbor 
a welcoming smile instead of the em- 
barrassing stare to which untrained chil- 
dren are prone. Leading the way to the 
class corner, or moving over and offer- 
ing a song book, some other simple at- 
tention that has been learned as a bit 
of play will not come hard to shy little 
country folk when the “prince” or “prin- 
cess” actually appears. 


Even in these motor days, visiting 
some relative or old-time neighbor, now 
living in a different community, is an 
event to most children. Anything con- 
nected with it may make a deep and 
lasting impression. Just because this 
child attends a school but briefly, he 
will often be more interested and re- 
sponsive than those who attend regu- 
larly. He is curious about routine pro- 
cedures which are unlike the program 
with which he is familiar at home. 
Things said by a teacher to whom he 
has not grown accustomed have a pos- 
sibility of getting better lodgment in 
the heart. The visitor’s interested air 
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or questioning may also arouse fresh in- 
terest in the mind of some home school 
youngsters ! 

The boy who must always be doing 
something will take delight in fetching 
and setting up the poster with a legend, 
“WELCOME TO OUR SCHOOL.” Who- 
ever has brought a guest will enjoy the 
importance of introducing him or her, 
and explaining whether or not this is 
a prospective member or a visitor from 
away. 

One teacher has the way of giving 
each visitor a special smile as she says, 
“We are glad to have you with us, and 
hope you'll be in Sunday school wher- 
ever you go.” She also utilizes class 
hour opportunities to press home the 
truth that God is everywhere, knows 
all of us, and is truly interested in all. 
Memory work reviews and brief infor- 
mation about the lesson course are things 
her pupils like to give in honor of a 
guest. They like to repeat the class 
name and explain its meaning. 

Some departments make a practice of 
having all visitors stand while a greet- 
ing is said or sung in unison. Time is 
taken for each one to tell his home 
school and add some fact about that or 
his town or state, but those who feel too 
shy are not urged to speak. 

Young visitors who have attended at 
some former time appreciate being rec- 
ognized and welcomed back as former 
guests. If the recognition is tardy, we 
can pay tribute to the way they have 
changed in looks since we saw them last. 
It pleases boys in particular to have peo- 
ple speak of how they have grown-or 
otherwise matured in appearance. The 
value of Christian character is high- 
lighted for all when we mention the 
long faithfulness of a grandparent or 
uncle the visitor is seen to resemble, 

Our Sunday school hymns or easily 
memorized little songs may long after- 
ward help individuals by simple lines 
of Christian faith that were learned in 
brief or very occasional church school 
attendance. The more spiritually under- 
privileged a young guest is, the more 
a single hour in your school may mean 
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forever after, especially if something in 
the experience gives him a warm sense 
of the tender love of our Heavenly 
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Father and the realization that Christ 
died for him, 


FLORENCE, COLO, 


Ben Lippen—a School With a Standard 


Preparing young men for college and for consistent Christian living 


When the enemy shall come in 
like a flood, the Spirit of the Lord 
shall lift up a standard against him 
(Isa. 59:19). 


BOUT ten years ago, a group of con- 

secrated Christians became _ con- 
cerned at the irreligious and anti-Chris- 
tian practices and teachings of many of 
our public high schools. Much prayer 
resulted from this concern, and, in the 
fall of 1940, Dr. Robert C. McQuilkin, 
president of Columbia Bible College, 
who led the prayer and planning, was 
designated as the president of the Board 
of Trustees of Ben Lippen School in 
the “Land of the Sky,” near Asheville, 
North Carolina. 

The most distinctive feature of the 
school is its firm stand for high stand- 
ards of Christian life and conduct in a 
day when too many institutions have 
no regard for the fundamentals of faith 
or basic principles of morality. In a 
day when secular educators are deplor- 
ing the separation of knowledge from 
ethics, the administrators of Ben Lippen 
School assert that true knowledge is 
impossible apart from a saving faith in 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 

The founders and present administra- 
tion of Ben Lippen School. firmly be- 
lieve that an effective Christian faith 
shows itself in daily living. Therefore, 
the school seeks to attract boys who 
desire to live separated Christian lives. 
Every boy signs a statement that, while 
he is under the care of the school, he 
will abstain from practices that are not 
conducive to the highest standards of 
Christian living. 

As the most recent bulletin of: the 
school states, “Ben Lippen School is 
opposed to . . . theatergoing (including 
moving pictures), dancing, card-playing, 
gambling, the use of tobacco and of alco- 
holic beverages.” Athletic activity of 
any sort is forbidden on the Ben Lippen 
campus on the Lord’s Day, and it is the 
endeavor of the administration to occupy 
the boys with deeds of mercy or service. 
The observance of these standards is re- 
quired of all boys, whether they share 
these convictions or not. 

Ben Lippen has offered predomirfantly 
college preparatory courses, but recently 
it has been decided that a course of 
study should be added that would be of 
maximum value to the boy who finishes 
his education with high school com- 
mencement. The first step in this direc- 
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tion will be the introduction of business 
courses that will prepare Ben Lippen 
graduates for immediate entrance into 
the business world. Thus, the ministry 
of the school will be made more effec- 
tive for all boys. 

The extra-curricular program of the 
school recognizes the value of music in 
training of the Lord’s servants and in 
fitting individuals for pleasurable re- 
laxation in their adult lives. The pres- 
ent musical program includes a twelve- 
piece band and a_ twenty-five-voice 
choral group. Individual instrumental 
lessons are given by our band director, 
and piano instruction for a limited num- 
ber will be offered next year. 

Ben Lippen’s athletic program includes 
interscholastic competition in all major 
sports. In addition, the soccer squad 
provides a healthful form of activity for 
a goodly number of boys, and it is our 
desire to increase constantly the empha- 
sis placed upon the track activity of the 
school. The school is a charter member 
of the Blue Ridge Athletic Conference, 
and all athletic contests are scheduled 
and played under the general supervision 
of this organization. 

Believing that a part of the education 
of every boy is the regular assumption 
of responsibility, the school requires all 
boys to faithfully and satisfactorily per- 
form assigned domestic duties. The boys 
are also required to prepare their rooms 
for a daily inspection. Incidentally, 
these services supplied by the boys con- 
tribute to the maintaining of the present 
low rates by relieving the administration 
of the necessity of employing domestic 
help. Thus, in many ways, the Ben 
Lippen boy is prepared to take his place 
in the world today. 

But this description of his prepara- 
tion is incomplete without mention of 
the spiritual guidance and atmosphere 
that is a part of the school program. 
Each semester begins with a series of 
special meetings. Each week hag its 
Sunday evening students’ meeting and 
its Wednesday evening school prayer 
meeting. Each day has its brief devo- 
tional meditation at the breakfast table, 
the “morning watch” period in which the 
boys have their personal devotions, the 
“family altar” after supper with its brief 
word of inspiration or exhortation from 
a faculty member, and closes with the 
class prayer meetings. These influences 
contribute to a very real awareness of 
the constant personal presence of the 
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Lord in the lives of the boys and the 
school, 

Naturally, Ben Lippen School is not 
perfect. Boys are tempted to evil and 
yield to it as in any earthly situation. 
However, those students desiring to live 
a separated Christian life will find ac- 
tive support from every faculty mem- 
ber and a majority of the student body. 
The daily faculty and class prayer meet- 
ings claim the Lord’s help for each day 
in a way which cannot be surpassed in 
any other school in the country. 

Many parents have expressed their 
opinion that the school is accomplishing 
its aims. Recent letters have contained 
the following comments: 

B— seems to be very happy there. It 
means a great deal to me to know that 
he is happy and with people who love 
and understand the adolescent boy. Am 
sure it gives him a new outlook on 


everything and a sense of security which 
I believe he did not have heretofore, 


Well, H— is on his way back to school, 
and how we enjoyed having him  at* 
home. It was a new thrill to work 
harder to send him.on to school when 
I talked with him and could see him 
growing in the Lord. 


I have never had a moment’s concern 
that T—’s every need isn’t being met, 
spiritual, scholastic, and physical. 

We appreciate your kindness and at- 
tention to our boy, and hope you will 
let us know whenever we may help in 
any way to further the purpose of such 
a fine school. 

A listing of the schools in which vari- 
ous members of the faculty have been 
trained includes Princeton, Harvard, 
University of California, Indiana :Uni- 
versity, DePaul, Wheaton, Bob Jones, 
Columbia Bible College, and Providence 
Bible Institute. This gives considerable 
evidence of both the scholarship and 
Christian training of the _ school’s 
teachers, whose chief concern is the de- 
velopment of Christian character in the 
boys who sit in their classes, 

The moderate tuition rate of the school 
places it within the reach of many Chris- 
tian parents who are concerned about 
the teaching standards and moral influ- 
ence of the local high school. 

Under the leadership of the board of 
trustees, which includes Vernon W. Pat- 
terson of Charlotte, N. C., Allen L. Rogers, 
Spartanburg, S, C., Dr. Charles J. Wood- 
bridge, Savannah, Ga., Dr. L. Nelson Bell, 
“Montreat, N. C., and Paul R. Alderman, 
Jr., Sumter, S. C., the faculty and staff 
of the school are praying that Ben Lip- 
pen School may be of service to an ever- 
growing number of Christian boys and 
their parents. 


ASHEVILLE, N, C. 
we 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising. and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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Messages From Daniel for 
Our Times 
(Continued from second page) 


cided by peoples but by God. At the 
end, no beast will conquer, however long 
and powerful his reign. 

And even when we speak of “the 
Church triumphant,’ we must not for- 
get for a moment that it is God who tri- 
umphs in it and not man, 

Under whatever aspect we look at the 
world we see only the sea and beasts. 
But in Holy Scripture it is revealed 
that God controls, even though devils 
triumph here below. The reading of 
newspapers is a duty, but we know that 
newspapers can show us nought else 
than the sea and its beasts. The Bible, 
on the contrary, from first page to last 
shows us the Spirit brooding over the 
waters, the Throne raised above the sea, 
the mysterious hand that holds at once 
not’ only the reins controlling great 
beasts but also the tender threads of our 
personal destinies. 

In the midst of this chaotic world, 
Daniel sees true believers delivered into 
the hands of the ferocious fourth beast, 
who will oppress the saints of the Most 
High and who forms plans to charge 
times and law. This is not only the spirit 
of the world, but the spirit of the cen- 
tury. We live in a time when the 
woman apes the man, the child usurps 
the parents’ control, the adult becomes 
infantile, day becomes night, and night 
day. We change at will the rhythms 
fixed by the Creator. 

The Church will be delivered into 
the hands of this beast during a time 
and a time and half a time (Dan. 7: 
25). The holy will of God here appears 
to us somber and incomprehensible. It 
often seems as if He were powerless to 
come to the aid of His Church. Buta 
mother will forget her child before God 
forgets his saints. The time is fixed, 
The prince of this world is already 
judged. “A single word will slay him.” 

The Ancient of Days surrenders gov- 
ernment to the hands of the Son of man, 
Here the eye of the prophet opens upon 
Jesus Christ, the Church’s Head. “Eve- 
ning and night come, but the morning 
has the last word.” When on the morn- 
ing of the last day the Son of man comes 
in the clouds of heaven, it will mark the 
end of all nights and of all obscurities. 

The Church hears the roarings of the 
sea lifted up. It sees its ship dance 
like a cockleshell on the floods, threat- 
ened with the devouring teeth of sea 
monsters. But it knows that victory be- 
longs to the Son of man and hence is 
triumphant. It knows that the little 
voice that came from the crib in Beth- 
lehem, that the death cry from the cross, 
and the cry of the resurrection, will 
silence the voice “speaking great things.” 
For His dominion is an everlasting one 
which shall not pass, and His Kingdom 
shall never be destroyed. 
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The Son of man is the Chief Shep- 
herd of the sheep. The Shepherd sees 
the lion, the bear, the leopard, and the 
fourth beast come, but He does not flee. 
For He is the Good Shepherd who 
“giveth his life for the sheep.” 


The Best Age for Conversion 
By George W. Bailey 


VERY well informed pastor, superin- 

tendent, and teacher knows that it 
is far easier to win ten children to Jesus 
Christ than one adult. Conditions be- 
ing equal, one boy won to Christ at the 
age of ten is worth more to the King- 
dom than ten men won or converted 
at the age of sixty. 


A careful examination of statistics 
shows that the critical age is from twelve 
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to sixteen, and, comparatively speaking, 
few indeed are the number entering the 
Kingdom after they have passed the age 
of eighteen years, 

Young persons passing the age of six- 
teen, without having professed their 
faith in Jesus Christ as their personal 
Saviour, are in serious danger of being 
eternally lost. 

Are parents and teachers awake to this 
tremendously important fact? 





This brief statement, of interest to Sunday 
school workers, has just come to the Editors. 
Dr. Bailey was for some time a director of 
The Sunday School Times Company; he was 
a well-known Christian layman in Philadel- 
phia, a Sunday school superintendent, a Pres- 
byterian elder, and one-time president of the 
World’s Sunday School Association. He was 
for many years a valued friend and counselor 
of Dr. Philip E. Howard Sr. He passed away 
December 16, 1916. 








The Times That 


N THE accompanying photograph is 

shown a copy of the Times for No- 
vember 8, 1941, the Thanksgiving Num- 
ber, which has an interesting story. It 
was sent to the Editor last autumn 
by William D. Henderson, formerly a 
first lieutenant in the United States 
Army Tank Corps. Mr. Henderson is 
an earnest Christian; he was not ashamed 
of the Gospel even in the Army, did 
personal work among the men, and had 
painted on the side of his tank the words, 
“Jesus Saves.” With the torn and some- 
what soiled copy of the Tumes Mr. Hen- 








Went to War 


derson sent to the Editor the accompany- 
ing note: 

It was given me by a British lady 
missionary of the North Africa Mis- 
sion in Rabat, North Africa, the sum- 
mer of 1943, when I was there with 
the American First Armored Division. 

It was carried in my baggage to 
Italy, read, and enjoyed, and was 
struck by a piece of German shell 
fragment on the Anzio beachhead, 
Italy, May, 1944. It was in the bag- 
gage when struck. You will notice 
the gash in the Times at the top. 
Though his studies were interrupted 

for some years by his service in the Army, 
Mr. Henderson graduated from Wheaton 
College last August, 
and is now studying 
at Gordon College of 
Theology and Missions 
in Boston. He is look- 
ing forward to mis- 
sionary service on the 
foreign field. 

It is interesting that 
the following text, 
which is appropriate 
for a missionary vol- 
unteer, should have 
appeared on the copy 
of the Times that 
Lieutenant Henderson 
was carrying with him: 
"We... PORE «.. 
that ye should turn... 
unto the living God... 
who in times past suf- 
fered all nations to 
walk in their own 
ways. Nevertheless he 
left not himself with- 
out witness, in that he 
did good, and gave us 
rain from heaven, and 
fruitful seasons, filling 
our hearts with food 
and gladness” (Acts 
14: 15-17). 
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LESSON 11. 


JUNE 13. ESTHER’S ZEAL coe: PEOPLE oo 


Esther printed text, 4:10-17,; 9:20-22, 26, 27 
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Golden Text.—Who knoweth whether thou art come to the kingdom for such a Guns as s this ?—Esther ‘4: 14 


Ksnc JAMES VERSION 

Esther 4:10 Again Esther spake unto Hatach, 
commandment unto Mordecai; 

11 All the king’s servants, and the people of the king’s provinces, 
do know, that whosoever, whether man or woman, shall come 
unto the king into the inner court, who is not called, there is 
one law of his to put him to death, except such to whom the 
king shall hold out the golden sceptre, that he may live: but I 
have not been called to come in unto the king these thirty days. 

12 And they told to Mordecai Esther’s words. . 

13 Then Mordecai commanded to answer Esther, Think not 
with thyself that thou shalt escape in the king’s house, more 
than all the Jews, 

14 For if thou altogether holdest thy peace at this time, then 
shall there enlargement and deliverance arise to the Jews from 
another place; but thou and thy father’s house shall be destroyed: 
and who knoweth whether thou art come to the kingdom for such 
a time as this? 

15 Then Esther bade them return Mordecai this answer, 

16 Go, gather together all the Jews that are present in Shushan, 
and fast ye for me, and neither eat nor drink three days, night 
or day: I also and my_ maidens will fast likewise; and so will 
I go in unto the king, which is not according to the law: and if 
I perish, I perish. 


and gave him 


17 So Mordecai went his way, and did according to all that 
Esther had commanded him. 

Chap. 9:20 And Mordecai wrote these things, and sent letters 
unto all the Jews that were in all the provinces of the king 
Ahasuerus, both nigh and far, 

21 To stablish this among them, that they should keep the four- 
teenth day of the month Adar, and the fifteenth day of the same, 
yearly, 

22 As the days wherein the Jews rested from their enemies, 
and the month which was turned unto them from sorrow to joy, 
and from mourning into a good day: that they should make them 
days of feasting and joy, and of sending portions one to another, 
and gifts to the poor. 

26 Wherefore they called these days Purim after the name of 
Pur. Therefore for all the words of this letter, and of that which 
je had seen concerning this matter, and which had come unto 
them, 

27 The Jews ordained, and took upon them, and upon their 
seed, and upon all such as joined themselves unto them, so as it 
should not fail, that they would keep these.two days according 
to their writing, and according to their appointed time every year. 
The International Uniform Sunday School Lesson Outlines are copy- 

righted by the International Council of Religious Education, 
and used by permission. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


E Book of Esther is the book of 
divine providence. The name of 
God is not found in it, nor is there 

any pronoun for God. Neither do we 
read anything about prayer to Him on 
the part of His people. in the hour of 
their great danger and perplexity. But 
the hand of God is seen throughout the 
entire ten stirring chapters. He was 
behind the scenes, but moving all the 
scenes behind which He wrought. The 
ancient rabbis asked the question, 
“Where do we find Esther in the law?” 
And the answer given was, “I will hide 
my face” (Deut. 32:20). So in this re- 
markable record of God’s care for His 
people in the lands of their captivity 
we can see how He wrought for them 
even though He did not connect His 
name with them. They were in the path 
of their own choosing. God had opened 
the way for all who desired it, to return 
to the place where He had set His name. 
Only a remnant availed themselves of 
this privilege. The great majority pre- 
ferred to remain in the lands of their 
enemies. Hence they were exposed in 
a special way to the malice of Haman, 
the Agagite, who was a royal Amalekite, 
one of the hereditary enemies of Israel. 
But when he thought he had perfected 
a plan to destroy all the Jews (as Adolph 
Hitler in our own day), the Lord under- 
took on behalf of His people and deliv- 
ered them through the faithfulness of 
Mordecai and the devotion of Queen 
Esther. He chastens His people because 


< bd 6 4 < 


of disobedience and self-will, but He 
never forsakes or forgets them. 


The Historical Setting 


Ahasuerus is believed to be Xerxes, 
the great Persian ruler, who attempted 
the subjugation of Greece in vain. If 
this be so, the incidents described in the 
Book of Esther took place between what 
is recorded in the sixth and seventh 
chapters of Ezra, that is, between the 
time when the first company of Jews, 
led by Zerubbabel and Joshua, the high 
priest, went up to Jerusalem, and that 
when the second company went up 
under Ezra. 


Verse by Verse 


Esther 4:10.—‘Again Esther spake... 
and gave him commandment unto Mor- 
decai.” The previous chapter tells how 
cunning Haman, the Jews’ enemy, con- 
trived to have King Ahasuerus sign an 
edict condemning all the Jews in his 
dominions to be put to death on a spe- 
cified date. When Mordecai, who had 
brought Esther up as his own daughter, 
heard of this, he put on sackcloth as a 
sign of mourning, and attempted to con- 
tact the young Jewish queen to acquaint 
her with the plot against all her people 
and to urge her to intercede with the 
king on their behalf. Not understanding, 
she at first sent new clothing to Mor- 
decai to replace the sackcloth. This he 
refused to accept. Through Hatach, one 
of the palace chamberlains, she sent a 
second time to explain why she did not 
feel free to go into the royal presence 
uncalled for. 


Verse 11.—“Whosoever .. . shall come 
. . into the inner court, who is not 


called, there is one law of his to put 
him to death.” Doubtless, this stringent 
rule was intended to protect the king 
from assassination, but it debarred 
Esther as well as others, unless, indeed, 
“the king shall hold out the golden 
sceptre.” Esther herself had not been 
called for a full month and so feared to 
go in unsolicited. 


Verse 12—“They told to Mordecai 
Esther’s words,” which, however, only 
revealed the fact that she had, as yet, 
no realization of the peril in’: which she 
herself stood as belonging to the hated 
nation that Haman (moved by Satan) 
was determined to destroy. Had the 
plot succeeded, the prophecies concern- 
ing the Son of Abraham and Son of 
David, who was to come to bless the 


whole world, could never have been ful- 
filled. 


Verse 13.—“Think not .. . that thou 
shalt escape.” Even the king’s house 
could not protect a Jewess from Ha- 
man’s vengeance if his plot was allowed 
to be carried out. 


Verse 14—“Who knoweth whether 
thou art come to the kingdom for such 
a time as this?” Mordecai was confident 
that Israel would be delivered. If Esther 
failed to accept responsibility, another 
would be raised up to thwart Haman’s 
plan, but might not she herself have 
been placed in her position of nearness 
to the king in order that she might be 
the chosen instrument for the deliver- 
ance of her people? 


Verse 15, 16.—“Fast ye for me, 
and so will I go in unto the king... 
and if I perish, I perish.” We have here 
no word concerning prayer nor any men- 
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tion of God, yet it is evident that both 
were in Esther’s mind. She called upon 
the people to fast, as an evidence of their 
deep sense of the need of divine help; 
that her own confidence was in the un- 
named One is clear. . . . She was ready 
to face the king, trusting that his heart 
would be moved to receive her gra- 
ciously, but, if otherwise, she was ready 
to lay down her life for her people. 


Verse 17.—“‘So Mordecai . , . did ac- 
cording to all that Esther had com- 
manded him.” Thus the three days and 
nights of fasting began and the people 
waited to see what God would do for 
them. The following chapters tell how 
God intervened and delivered the Jews, 


Chap. 9:20-22.—“Mordecai wrote these 
things . . . that they should keep the 
fourteenth day of the month Adar 
and the fifteenth day of the same.” Thus 
a new annual feast, known as Purim, 
was established to be celebrated joy- 
fully because of the way in which the 
Jews had been delivered from their 
enemies. These days are kept by the 
Jews to this day as the most joyous 
festival of the year. 


Verse 26—‘They called these days 
Purim after the name of Pur,” which 
means “the lot,” remembering how Ha- 
man had cast lots to obtain a favorable 
day upon which to put his nefarious 
scheme into execution. He had to learn 
that “the lot is cast into the lap; but 
the whole disposing thereof is of the 
Lord” (Prov. 16:33). 


Verse 27—‘“The Jews ordained ... 
that they would keep these two days 
according to their writing, and accord- 
ing to their appointed time every year.” 
Thus this annual celebration is a re- 
minder of -God’s unfailing care for His 
people, even when they were scattered 
among the nations.. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


We may not always be able to under- 
stand God’s dealing with us, but we may 
be certain that an overruling Provi- 
dence is ever watching over us and that, 
whether we realize it or not, He who has 
taken us into covenant-relationship with 
Himself always stands between us and 
our foes. He can be depended upon to 
make all work out for our blessing if 
we but trust and serve Him. And when 
disobedience has destroyed our commun- 
ion, He cares for us still and is working 
all things for our good. This is the out- 
standing lesson of the Book of Esther. 


Lesson Outline of Esther 


*1. The divorce of Vashti (chap. 1) 

2. Esther chosen as queen, and treason 
thwarted (chap. 2) 

3. Haman’s plot to destroy the Jews 
(chap. 3) 

4. In sackcloth and ashes (chap. 4) 

5. The divine intervention (chaps. 5 to 
8) 

6. The festival of Purim (chap. 9) 

47. Mordecai rewarded (chap. 10) 
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Last Week’s Lesson 


10. June 6.—Men Who Dared To Stand 
for God Daniel 3 and 6 


Next Week’s Lesson 
12. June 20.—The Hope for the Messiah. 
Ezekiel 34:11-16, 22-31; Daniel 7: 
13, 14; Zechariah 3:8-10; 6:12, 13; 
9:9, 10; 12:10; 13:1; John 10:14 








Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


Haman and Mordecai. Haman the 
Agagite was a royal Amalekite. If King 
Saul had carried out the commission 
given him centuries before (1 Sam, 15), 
there would never have been a Haman. 
Mordecai was of the house of Kish, the 
family from which Saul came. So we 
see here Amalek and the house of Saul 
in opposition once more. It was a re- 
markable coincidence, the world might 
say, but believers will see in it a singu- 
lar evidence of the working of the divine 
government. 


Summaries and Applications 


In Esther’s case we may see how Provi- 
dence often overrules even our failures 
to serve a good purpose. 

It was contrary to the Law of Moses 
for a Jewess to contract marriage with 
a Gentile; yet God used Esther’s rela- 
tion to Ahasuerus for the salvation of 
her people. 

Mordecai’s unyielding opposition to 
Haman was because he knew God had 
declared He had indignation against 
Amalek forever (Exod. 17:16). 

Saul’s failure to destroy Amalek 
utterly put all Israel in danger of de- 
struction in later years, 

It never pays to compromise with in- 
iquity. Sin never dies of old age. It 
must be judged in the light of God’s 
truth if there is to be complete deliv- 
erance. 

There is no reason to consider the 
Book of Esther as a work of fiction. It 
is part of Holy Scripture and therefore 
divinely inspired. 

Esther’s readiness to sacrifice herself, 








Questions for Teacher and Class 


By Pastor J. C. Macaulay 
Wheaton Bible Church, Wheaton, Ill. 
N WHAT respect is the Book of Esther 


different from the other books of the 
Bible? : 
2. Why is it not regarded, then, as a secu- 
lar book? 


3. Where, in the story of Israel, do these 
events take place? 


4. What do we learn about the location 
of the Jews at this time? 


5. What Jewish feast both substantiates 
and celebrates these events? 


6. What is the nearest approach to an ex- 
pression of religious faith in this book? 


7, How would you analyze the faith of 
Mordecai as there expressed? 


8. How far can we go in using this story 
as a type of spiritual truth? 


9. What truths can draw illustration from 
this story? 


(Answers on page 487) 


, dangerous. 
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if need be, for the salvation of her peo- 
ple indicated a remarkable conformity 
to the spirit of Him who, in later years, 
came to give His life a ransom for many. 
CHICAGO, 
w 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Holy and 
gracious Father, whose loving care is 
unceasing, we. praise Thee for Thy pro- 
tection and Thy provision through the 
years of our life. Thou hast been our 
help, and we trust Thee never to leave 
us, but ever to support and keep us. 
We do not deserve Thy kindness, Lord, 
but it is Thy nature to bless, for Thou 
art love. So we trust Thee to forgive 
and cleanse us afresh, and to do for us 
according to our need in all things. We 
thank Thee, Father, for the courage and 
devotion of all who have taken risks, 
all who have suffered and sacrificed to 
give us Thy Gospel and to serve Thy 
cause in the earth. Give us also the 
courage to do right when it is danger- 
ous, and the faith that trusts Thee to 
see us through when doing our duty is 
hard. Give us the love that bears all 
things, and make our lives psalms of 
praise to Thee. Bless and use Thy serv- 
ants who tell the good news of our Sav- 
iour here in our land and in places far 
away. Keep open the doors to people 





ASK YOURSELF, 


sur WHAT IS tic 











who need the Gospel, and provide the 
messengers to take it to all who have 
not heard. Bring to nothing the devices 
of the wicked, support and comfort the 
suffering, turn sinners to repentance, 
and exalt Thy Son in all the earth, for 
Thine own name’s sake. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—“Safety First” is a 
good motto, but there are times when it 
must be forgotten. Policemen and sol- 
diers must sometimes put duty first, and 
forget all about safety. Esther had to 
forget her own safety when called to go 
uninvited into the king’s presence and 
plead for her people. We, too, must 
sometimes forget our own safety to be 
true to God or to help others. 

A missionary going to work among 
lepers was asked if it was safe to do 
such work. “I am safer doing that if it 
is my job,” he said, “than I would be 
anywhere else in the world.” A place 
of safety outside the will of God is too 
risky for any Christian. It is much bet- 
ter to take risks doing God’s will than 
to turn from His will because it seems 
Esther first committed her- 


self and the need of her people to God 
in a season of special prayer and fast- 
ing. Then she was able to go in to the 
king saying, “If I perish, I perish.” But 
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God saw that she did not perish, In- 
stead she was the means of saving all 
her people. God’s care of Esther and 
of many others who have risked danger 
to put duty first gives us courage to 
follow their example. “He led them 
on safely” (Psa. 78:53), and “He will 
be our guide” (Psa, 48:14). 


Vancouver, B. C., CAN, 
ve 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“All the king’s servants, and the peo- 
ple ... do know, that whosoever ., . 
shall come unto the king .. . who is not 
called, there is one law of his to put 
him to death” (Esther 4:11).—The inci- 
dent which led Esther to send this mes- 
sage to Mordecai was the decision of 
King Ahasuerus and his favorite, Haman, 
to exterminate all Jews throughout the 
kingdom, regardless of age or sex, in 
one day, and Mordecai’s urgent appeal 
to her to “go in unto the king, to make 
supplication unto him, and to make re- 
quest before him for her people.” 

Upon perusing the published excerpts 
from The Goebbels Diaries, I ran on to 
this entry under date of February 14, 
1942: “World Jewry will suffer a great 
catastrophe at the same time as Bol- 
shevism. The Fuehrer once more ex- 
pressed his determination to clean up 
the Jews in Europe pitilessly. 

“There must be no squeamish senti- 
mentalism about it. The Jews have de- 
served the catastrophe that has now 
overtaken them. Their destruction will 
go hand in hand with the destruction of 
our enemies. We must hasten this 
process with cold ruthlessness. 

“We shall thereby render an inesti- 
mable service to a humanity tormented 
for thousands of years by the Jews. This 
uncompromising anti-Semitic attitude 
must prevail among our own people de- 
spite all objectors. The Fuehrer ex- 
pressed this idea vigorously and repeated 
it afterward to a group of officers .. .” 

Imagine a young womag, and a Jew- 
ess at that, attempting to come into Hit- 
ler’s presence to plead for the lives of 
the Jews of Europe, after Hitler had 
stated and restated his wholehearted de- 
termination to exterminate them, and 
you will have some idea of Esther’s 
predicament. 


“For if thou altogether holdest thy 
peace at this time, then shall there en- 
largement and deliverance arise to the 
Jews from another place” (v. 14).— 
Godly Mordecai was no doubt suffi- 
ciently acquainted with the Messianic 
promises thus far given to Israel to re- 
alize that it was impossible for all Jews 
throughout the world to be slain — hence 
his faith that “enlargement” or relief 
would arise to the Jews from another 
place. He realized that God was un- 
limited in the means at His disposal to 
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send deliverance to the doomed Jews, if 
Queen Esther refused to act. 

When a Jewish father told his young 
son who had been attending a Gentile 
Sunday school that he must either leave 
the Sunday school or quit home forever, 
he repeated the words of a spiritual 


hymn: “Jesus, I my cross have taken, 
all to leave and follow Thee.” He was 
ostracized, but “enlargement” arose 


from another place, for Christian friends 
secured him a situation by which he 
could earn his own livelihood. 


“Go... and fast ye for me...I also 
and my maidens will fast likewise; and 
so will J go in unto the king ... and 


if I perish, I perish” (v. 16).—Esther is 
to be admired for her courage in taking 
her life in her hands and going into 
the king’s presence. How thankful 
Christians should be that we are encour- 
aged to come boldly unto a throne, in- 
finitely greater than that Persian throne! 
There is no uncertainty whatever as to 
what we shall receive at the throne of 
grace. We shall “obtain mercy, and find 
grace to help in time of need” (Heb. 
4:15). 

Dr. Torrey told of a very brilliant 
Jewess who was saved in Chicago, and 
who was so full of love to Christ that 
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she could not refrain from speaking of 
Him in the place where she worked. 
When the management informed her 
that they thought Christianity a good 
thing, but she must not speak of it in 
the establishment, she said, “Very well, 
I will not work in a place where I can- 
not take Christ with me, and talk for 
my Master.” 

She had an aged mother and family to 
support. She had no idea where she 
could secure another position, having 
just been converted from Judaism to 
Christianity. But she would not give 
up her loyalty to her Lord, 

“Very well,” they said, “you will have 
to lose your position, but go back to 
your work now.” She expected every 
day to receive her dismissal. At the end 
of the week, she received a letter from 
the manager. “Here is my discharge,” 
she said as she tore it open. But in- 
stead, the letter read: “We have a place 
of greater responsibility than the one 
you now occupy and with a larger salary 
than you are getting. We think you are 
just the person for the place, and we 
offer it to you.” They saw she could 
be trusted. Business firms are looking 
for men and women whom they can 
trust ! 






THE CRISIS 


“Who knoweth whether thov 
ort come to the kingdom for 
such atimeas this?” 


(Esther 4:14.) 
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“They should keep the fourteenth day 
of the month Adar, and the fifteenth day 
of the same, yearly, ... days of feast- 
ing and joy” (Esther 9:21, 22).—Pobiedo- 
nostzev, a persecutor of the Jews in Rus- 
sia, once asked a Jew what he thought 
would be the result of the persecutions 
if they continued. The answer was, “The 
result will be a feast.” The Jew illus- 
trated it from history. Pharaoh desired 
to destroy the Jews, but the result was 
the Passover. Haman attempted to de- 
stroy them, but the result was the Purim. 
Antiochus Epiphanes desired to destroy 
the Jews, but the result was the feast 
of the Dedication of the Temple. Shall 
the present trial of the Jews be a feast 
of reconciliation between Israel and their 
King Jesus, the Son of David, and the 
Son of God? asks the Dansk Missionblad, 


Wawona, CALIF, 
4 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, a lovely girl is the shin- 

ing mark in our lesson. Women 
may be regarded as “the weaker sex,” 
but if there is anything weak about this 
young lady, I wonder what “strength” 
would look like. Queen Esther took 
her life in her hands to save her coun- 
trymen. David, even after he had in a 
magnificent exhibition of faith slain a 
giant, said, “There is but a step between 
me and death,” and fled from King 
Saul. Elijah, one of the boldest of God’s 
prophets, after having slain 450 priests 
of Baal on Carmel, ran a day’s journey 
into the wilderness to escape the wrath 
of Jezebel. But Esther walked bravely 
into the peril of the king’s anger, 
knowing that Ahasuerus would not hesi- 
tate to destroy a human life that dis- 
pleased him. “If I perish, I perish,” she 
sent word to Mordecai, and those words 
followed by the heroic thing which she 
did immortalized her name. 

The Bible story of Esther has furnished 
the plot for many plays, the theme for 
great oratorios, and the subject for mas- 
terpieces of great artists. It is filled 
with intense human interest, romance, 
intrigue, tragedy, despotic outrage, retri- 
bution, subtle humor, and clever wit; 
but its chief excellence, its great delight 
to God’s people, is the way in which it 
shows the glorious fruitage of a simple 
faith in God and the courage to act upon 
that faith in the face of extreme danger. 

Fellows, you are fortunate if your girl 
friend is a loyal Christian; if she is un- 
willing to compromise her faith in Jesus 
Christ by engaging with you in anything 
that is not right and proper; if she does 
not laugh with you about something that 
is sacred. A girl friend, like that will 
lift you up and help you to appreciate 
the things that are strengthening and 
ennobling. Cultivate the friendship and 
the companionship of a girl like that. 
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Well do I remember how my girl 
friend called me down one Sunday night 
as I escorted her home from a meeting 
of the young people, where an awkward 
fellow had tried to lead in prayer and 
broke down in the effort. With a cynical 
smile I commented, “Well, Horace made 
a fool of himself tonight, didn’t he?” I 
have often thought since what a bad 
effect it would have had on me if she 
had joined in my snicker at Horace. She 
did not smile, but turned and looked me 
squarely in the face and said, “Yes, and 
I hope that you will be man enough some 
day to make a fool of yourself in the 
same way!” That went through me like 
a piece of hot steel. My best girl friend 
was intimating that I was not a man! 
Me!—not a man? Didn’t she have any 
regard for my friendship? I left her at 
the front door of her home with a curt 
“Good night!” Ordinarily I would have 
remained for a visit, for I liked that girl 
mighty well, but I was mad through and 
through. As I walked home, it suddenly 
occurred to me that maybe, after all, 
she was right. I had never had the 
courage to lead in prayer in the young 
people’s meetings. Yes, she was right, 
I finally concluded. Horace was a man, 
and I was a fool. The result was that 
two weeks from that night I was stand- 
ing up in the meeting leading my first 
prayer in public. 

What a girl was that! She turned the 
tide in my thinking that night, and my 
whole attitude toward Christian activ- 
ity was changed for the better. She had 
the courage of her convictions, and re- 
fused to hold to a friendship on a low 
plane. 

John Ruskin says:- “In olden times 
a knight’s armor was buckled on by his 
lady’s hand. What is only a romantic 
fancy may enshrine an immortal truth. 
The soul's armor is often set to its breast 
by a woman’s hand, and it is only when 
she braces it loosely that the honor 
of manhood falls.” 

Aucusta, GA, 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


A QUEEN WHO RIsKED HER LIFE 


STHER was made queen as a result 

of winning a beauty contest. She 
must have been beautiful in character 
as well as in form and feature. Read 
Esther 2:13 and 15 and you will see that 
Esther was not of a grasping disposition. 
And you will also see that she must 
have been very lovable. 

Esther was a Jewish orphan girl. She 
was adopted by one of her relatives 
named Mordecai and brought up as his 
daughter. After Esther became queen, 
Mordecai sat in the king’s gate. While 
there he learned of a conspiracy against 
King Ahasuerus and he reported it so 
that the king’s life was saved. 

The king made an Agagite, named 
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Haman, his prime minister. All the 
king’s servants bowed to Haman when- 
ever he went in or out of the palace. 
But Mordecai would not bow to Haman. 
He knew that the Agagites were the 
enemies of God and of the nation of 
Israel. Notice the prophecy about them 
in Numbers 24:7. Mordecai knew also 
that if King Saul hai obeyed the Lord 
there would not have been an Agagite 
left on the face of the earth. So he 
would not bow to Haman. Haman was 
very angry that Mordecai did not bow 
to him, and he wanted to have him 
killed. However, Haman thought him- 
self too great a man to work for the 
death of one poor Jew. Instead of that 
he plotted to have all the Jews killed. 
This would, of course, include Mordecai, 
whom he hated. 

Let us read Haman’s plot in Esther 
3:8-11. All the Jews were to be killed 
on the thirteenth day of the twelfth 
month. According to our reckoning, 
that is about March 13th. 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 





SSTHER ‘S ZEAL FOR HER PEOPLE 
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Lesson for June 13 


When Mordecai found out about Ha- 
man’s wicked law and that the king had 
signed its he put on mourning and 
walked in the streets of the city where he 
could be seen from the palace windows. 
Queen Esther saw him and was much 
concerned, but it was against the law 
for her to leave the palace, so she could 
not go out and ask him what was the 
matter. She thought he might be in 
financial distress, so she sent him some 
new clothing by one of her servants. 
Mordecai refused it. Then Esther sent 
one of the king’s chamberlains out to 
ask him the trouble. Mordecai told 
this man to tell Queen Esther of Ha- 
man’s wicked law, so that she could go 
to the king and beg him to change it 
before it was too late. Esther sent back 
word that she could not go into the 
king’s, presence unless he sent for her. 
To go to him uninvited meant death un- 
less he held out his golden scepter. Mor- 
decai sent back word that she should 
go anyway. Part of his message is our 
Golden Text today—‘“Who knoweth 
whether thou art come to the kingdom 
for such a time as this?” 

Esther returned answer that she would 
go to the king uninvited if Mordecai 
would get all the Jews in the city of 
Shushan to fast for three days. She and 
her maidens would do likewise. Then 
she added, “And if I perish, I perish.” 


On the third day Queen Esther put 
on her royal apparel and went and stood 
in the inner court in the sight of the 
king. When he saw her he held out his 
golden scepter. Then he told her he 
would grant any request she wanted to 
make. Esther realized that she could 
not talk over Haman’s wicked plot in 
the presence of the whole court. So she 
merely invited the king and Haman to 
a banquet which she would prepare the 
next day. They came, and that day all 
she asked was that they come the fol- 
lowing day. As Haman went out of the 
palace thatday he was feeling very pleased 
to be so honored, but he was more angry 
than ever that Mordecai would not bow 
to him. When he got home he told this 
to his wife. She said, “Make a gallows 
right here on our place, and then just 
ask the king for the privilege of hang- 
ing Mordecai on it.” Now neither Ha- 
man nor his wife knew that Esther was 
a Jewess or that she was related to Mor- 
decai. So Haman thought his wife’s 
suggestion a good one and had the gal- 
lows built immediately. 

On that night King Ahasuerus could 
not sleep, so he commanded his servants 
to read the records of the kingdom to 
him. When they came to the part about 
Mordecai saving his life, the king stop- 
ped them and asked what reward had 
been given to Mordecai for this great 
service. They said, “There was nothing 
done for him.” 


Just then Haman arrived all ready 
to ask permission to hang Mordecai. But 
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before he could say anything the king 
asked him, “What shall be done unto the 
man whom the king delights to honor?” 
Now Haman felt sure the king meant 
him, so he said what he would like done 
to himself. Read his answer in chapter 
6:7-9. Picture if you can his feelings 
when the king told him to take Mor- 
decai and do as he had suggested. After 
Haman had honored Mordecai he went 
home very unhappy, but he had to come 
back at once to Esther’s banquet. 


At this second banquet the king again 
asked Esther what she desired, and she 
said, “Only that my life and the life of 
my people be spared.” The king said, 
“And who has been so wicked as to 
threaten your life?” Esther answered, 
“This wicked Haman.” King Ahasuerus 
was so angry he got up from the table. 
Then one of the chamberlains spoke up, 
and said, “Haman had a. gallows built 
in his house for Mordecai.” The king 
said, “Hang him thereon.” So Haman 
was killed, and his property and posi- 
tion were given to Mordecai. 

Then Esther begged the king with 
tears to do something about the pro- 
posed massacre of the Jews on the thir- 
teenth. day of the twelfth month. The 
king told her that he could not repeal 
the law already passed, but that she 
‘and Mordecai could write another law 
which he would sign. So they did. This 
law said that the Jews were, permitted 
to arm themselves and to gather to- 
gether on the thirteenth day of the 
twelfth month to fight all those who tried 
to kill them, 


When the fateful day arrived, it was 
a day of victory to the Jews. The rulers 
of the provinces helped the Jews rather 
than their enemies. A large number of 
their enemies were killed that day. In 
the capital city of Shushan, the king 
told the Jews that they might have the 
following day also in which to kill their 
enemies. The Jews still keep the four- 
teenth and fifteenth days of the twelfth 
month as a celebration of that great de- 
liverance, 


The Book of Esther is the only book 
in the Bible which does not name God. 
Although God is not named, His work- 
ing is very evident. It was He who had 
Esther made queen. It was God who 
made the king hold out his scepter. It 
was He who made King Ahasuerus un- 
able to sleep and want to hear the rec- 
ords read the very night Haman was 
getting ready to hang Mordecai. ‘It was 
God’s will that the Jews be preserved, 
and He used Esther to accomplish His 
purpose. She was a beautiful young 
girl, but she was willing to risk her life 
to save her people. 


God has great purposes today. He has 
a special plan for each of us. “We are 
his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus 
unto good works, which God hath be- 
fore ordained that we should walk in 
them” (Eph. 2:10). Esther fitted into 
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God’s plan for her. Are we fitting into 

God's plan for us? His plan is the only 

satisfactory one there is for our lives. 
FERNDALE, WASH, 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 


A Queen Who Helped Her People 
(Esther 4:6-8, 10, 11; 5:1, 2ab) 


ID you read from the Bible the 

stories of the four Jewish youths 
who became famous men and had great 
adventures for God? Fire and lions! 
Would you boys like to have been there? 
Boys are not the only brave adventurers; 
today we have a girl who risked death, 
a queen, Esther. Did you know that 
God is not even mentioned in the story 
of her life? Yet as you read, you can- 
not help seeing that God was in the story 
all the time, and planned everything 
just right to save His people. 

A Jewish girl, queen of a foreign 
nation — how did that happen? The king, 
commonly called Xerxes, got drunk at 
a big men’s banquet, and ordered his 
beautiful queen, Vashti, to come in and 
let all the men see how pretty she was. 
In those days ladies did not go to parties 
where there were men; and Vashti, even 
to please the king, would not let all 
those drunken men look at her and talk 
about her. She did not go. That made 
the king lose his temper. When every- 
thing was over, Vashti was not queen 
any longer, and a beauty contest was 
on in all parts of the great empire to 
bring the loveliest girls to the palace. 
Then the king would choose the one 
he liked best for Mrs. Queen. Whom did 
the king choose but Esther, a charming 
Jewish girl! No one in the palace, not 
even the king, knew she was a Jewess. 


Things began to happen! An enemy 
of the Jews got the king’s permission 
to have all the Jews in all parts of the 
country killed on a certain day. Esther’s 
foster father sent word, “You must ask 
the king to save us.” “But,” Esther sent 
back reply, “it’s against the law to go 
see the king unless I’m invited. I would 
be killed unless the king held his golden 
scepter out tome. And he hasn’t wanted 
me for a whole month.” Mordecai: 
“Don’t think you are going to be safer 
in the palace than all the rest of us. If 
you don’t do anything, the Jews will 
be saved some way, but you will ruin 
our family. Who knows but you became 
queen just so you can do this?” Then 
Esther replied: “Get all the Jews in 
the city to fast and pray for three days. 
My maidens and I will do the same. 
Then I will go to the king, even against 
the law; and if I die, I die.” 

On the third day Esther dresséd in 
her royal robes and stepped into the 
king’s sight in the court. He was pleased 
to see her, and held out the golden scep- 
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ter She invited the king and the man 
who made the plot against the Jews to 
a banquet the next day. At the banquet 
she invited them to another banquet 
the following day. At the second ban- 
quet she told the king how she and all 
her people were to be killed. The king 
was angry. The man was killed, and the 
Jews were given permission to fight 
against their enemies when the fatal day 
came. Esther’s foster father was pro- 
moted next to the king. And the Jews 
were much respected by the people. I 
think they could all see God was taking 
care of the Jews. How happy Esther 
must have been to think she did her 
part! a 

“The Lord is my helper, and I will 
not fear’ (Heb. 13:6, Memory Verse). 
Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther, Daniel, Sha- 
drath,. Meshach, and Abed-nego had 
things they might have feared in the 
heathen world around thém. Can you 
remember the troubles each one had? 
The prophets Ezekiel and Malachi had 
unpleasant messages from God to give 
the people. But they did not fear to 
speak bravely. What are some of the 
things Christian boys and girls might 
fear nowadays? (The application points 
brought out in the last lesson apply here, 
and the Memory Verse also.) Maybe 
another Christian is being tested. Can 
you stand with him or her, and show 
your colors, too? Esther did not keep 
still when her people were in trouble, 
“I’m a Jew, too,” she said, and did what 
she could to help. 

Orono, MAINE. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for 1948 and 
explaining the conditions upon which illus- 
trations are accepted may be had from the 
Times for 15 cents a copy. $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be Mages from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.” ference is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Because of the 
resent paper shortage, readers are asked to 
imit the total submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 

Nothing but the Light!—For if thou 
altogether holdest thy peace at this 
time, . . . who knoweth whether thou 
art come to the kingdom for such a time 
as this? (Esther 4:14, and Golden Text). 
Ernest Ghubriel came into my office 
in Assiut, Egypt, one day to tell me his 
life story. In a miraculous way he had 
been led as a boy from Senegal in West 
Africa to Khartoum on the Nile River. 
There he had been picked up as a waif 
in the streets and educated and cared 
for by our own missionaries. Now he 
was being educated in our college to 
take back agriculture and some simple 
medical training to his family and tribe 
in Senegal. He owned nothing; all he 
had on his back had been given to him; 
there was no future for him but a life 
of giving himself away for his people. 
But in one lifetime he had come from 
the darkness of tribal paganism and 
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animism into the light.and life of the 
Gospel. From his eyes there shone out 
the light which can come only from 
“the abundant life,” the “new birth,” 
“the peace which passeth understand- 
ing.” He had nothing? Nothing but 
the light of life! Be sure to have a 
light burning—a candle perhaps — but 
be sure that other light shines in your 
eyes and in your life. Otherwise, you 
and I shall have missed the meaning 
of all life and all history—From Dr. A. 
H. Leitch, in the United Presbyterian. 
Sent by Wilson Graham, Seattle, Wash, 


A Saving Alliance—Who knoweth 
whether thou art come to the kingdom 
for such a time as this? (Esther 4:14, 
Golden Text.) Three centuries ago, in 
Holland, there was being waged a strug- 
gle between the people who stood for 
Protestantism and the empire, which 
had the Pope’s blessing. William, Prince 
of Orange, a man who feared God, was 
the champion of the Protestant cause. 
In the heat of the conflict when the 
young Republic seemed to be over- 
whelmed, William received a message 
from one of his generals, inquiring if 
he had succeeded in a treaty for aid 
with any foreign power. William’s an- 
swer was: “Before I undertook the cause 
of the oppressed Christians I made a 


close alliance with the King of kings, *° 


and I doubt not that He is with us and 
will give us the victory."—From The 
Preacher's Magazine. Sent by Laura 
Emerson, Marion, Ind. 


No Excuse—Who knoweth whether 
thou art come to the kingdom for such 
a time as this? (Esther 4:14, Golden 
Text.) The class had been asked to bring 
copies of their birth certificates. The 
line passed by the teacher’s desk, and 
the children left the requested informa- 
tion. When Johnny came up to the 
desk, he looked very sheepish as he ex- 
plained, “Teacher, I lost my excuse for 
being born.” How many of us are in 
a like fix? We pursue the routine drudg- 
ery of daily living. We see no pur- 
pose, no excitement, no expectancy in 
life. We have lost our excuse for be- 
ing born. The fear of being bored is 
one of the most prevalent fears in our 
American life. Esther was challenged 
to believe that she had been born for 
a purpose. Have we felt that? God 
has a need for us now! What will we 
do?—From Today. Sent by Helen Palmer, 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 


Who Are We Before the King?— 
Think not with thyself that ‘thou shalt 
escape in the king’s house, more than 
all the Jews (Esther 4:13). A success- 
ful lawyer was lecturing to an audience 
on “The Trial of Jesus From a Lawyer’s 
Standpoint.” The one who introduced 
him said: “I can imagine only one lec- 
ture which would prove more interest- 
ing to this audience than the one an- 
nounced. That would be ‘The Trial of 
a Lawyer from Jesus’ -Standpoint.’.”— 


perish (Esther 4:16). 
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From the Literary Digest. Sent by E. 
M. James, Toronto, Can.; and Mrs. M. 
Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


Why the Ladder Was Left.—Then 
shall there .. . deliverance arise (Esther 
4:14). One stormy night a vessel was 
wrecked on a rocky island off the coast 
of Scotland. The crew watched with 
terror as the waves dashed on the cliffs, 
and felt that to be driven on those rocks 
was to seal their doom. They prayed 
that God would have compassion on 
them. Just as they struck the rock 
they espied a ladder. Their despair 
turned into joy. They sprang from 
the rigging and rapidly seized the ropes. 
That ladder seemed like a miracle. Yet 
its presence was easily explained. It was 
used by the quarrymen as they climbed 
up and down to their work daily. 
Though usually drawn up when they 
left, the suddenness of the storm that 
night had caused the men to hurry home 
without waiting to remove the ladder.— 
From the Christian World. Sent by J. 
A. Clark, Southport, Eng. 


Willing To Starve—I also and my 
maidens will fast likewise; and so will 
I go in unto the king, which is not ac- 
cording to the law: and if I perish, I 
The Christianity 
we need today is the Christianity that 
shall fill us with the spirit of the Scots- 
man who came back from the front all 
shot up. He heard of a food conserva- 
tion meeting in Edinburgh, and per- 
suaded his friends to take him to it. 
At the close of the meeting he rose and 
said: “I want to say a word. They'll 
no’ let me go back; they’ll no’ let me go 
to the front. But I want to say that if 
by starving to death I can help the Allies 
win this war, I will be glad to starve 
to death.’"—From Record of Christian 
Work. Sent by B. M. Dobbin, Eskridge, 
Kans. 


What About Inside Props?—And if I 
perish, I perish (Esther 4:16). A poli- 
tician was explaining his actions, and 
said, “Gentlemen, you have no idea how 
much outside pressure was brought to 
bear on me.” “What about the inside 
provs?”. shouted one. Esther had inside 
props.—Source unknown, Sent by Emma 
Fisk, Boonville, N. Y. Prize illustration, 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


Topic and Scripture: 
A Queen Who Was Brave 
(Esther 4:6-8, 10, 11; 5:1, 2ab) . 

ODAY our lesson is not about a 

prophet. We find it in the Book of 
Esther, and it is about a queen, and so 
we ‘will put a crown on the yellow strip 
of the rainbow. 

Esther was a Jewish girl who became 
the queen of Ahasuerus, king in the 
country where the Jews had been taken 
captive. She was a very beautiful girl, 














Lesson for June 13 


and had been chosen by the king. He 
did not know that she was Jewish, per- 
haps. But a wicked man was plotting 
to have all the Jews killed, and he par- 
ticularly hated the cousin of Esther, her 
foster father. He hated him so that he 
even built a gallows upon which to have 
him hanged. 

But this cousin whose name was Mor- 
decai heard about the plan to kill all 
the Jews, and he sent word about it 
to Esther. At first she said, “I can’t 
do anything about it, for I am not 
allowed to go in to see the king unless 
he sends for me. You know it is fool- 
ish to try to see him, because unless 
he holds out the golden scepter to me, 
I should be killed.” 

But her cousin sent word back to her 
that she would also die with the rest of 
her people if they were killed. So she 
sent a message to Mordecai, “Gather all 
the Jews together and fast for me three 
days and nights, and I also and my 
maidens will fast; and then I will go in 
unto the king, which is not according 
to the law, and if I perish, I perish.” 

She was a brave girl. That took real 
courage, for she had no doubt seen or 
known of others who had gone in to the 
king and he had not held out the golden 
scepter, and they had been killed. 

So they all prayed and fasted, and 
then she dressed herself in all her royal 
robes and made herself as beautiful as 
possible, and went in to the king. She 
stood in the court, and the king sat on 
his throne, and he saw her, and his heart 
was turned to her, and he held out the 
golden scepter to her. He promised to 
give her the request she asked, even to 
half of his kingdom. After two ban- 
quets, Esther told the king that Haman 
was planning to have her and all her 
people killed. The king had Haman 
hung on the gallows he had built for 
Mordecai, and he wrote a decree tell- 
ing the Jews throughout his kingdom 
that they should defend themselves 
against their enemies, and they did so, 
and slew 75,000 of their enemies. So the 
Jews were saved from destruction, 


Do you know why Satan wanted the 
Jews killed, and used Haman to get it 
done? Because Satan wanted to keep 
the Lord Jesus Christ from being born, 
according to prophecy, and if he could 
destroy the Jews he would do it, for 
Christ was to be born into the tribe of 
Judah, 


Many times during Old Testament 
times, Satan tried to defeat God, but he 
always failed, and always will fail. The 
Lord Jesus Christ was born as the 
prophets had foretcld, as we will study 
in another lesson. 

This Book of Esther teaches us how 
God was watching over His people Is- 
rael, even when they had been wicked 
and disobedient and were captives in 
a strange land. Down through hundreds 
of years, God protected those who were 
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to be the family into which Christ would 
be born, 


Doesn’t it thrill you to think that this 
great God is our God, that He is able 
to protect and care for His children to- 
day, and He is doing it. In many lands 
where missionaries have gone to tell 
the people about Jesus and His love, God 
is watching over them through un- 
counted dangers, and keeping them safe 
until their work is done. 

If we do His bidding, and trust in 
Him, He will protect us. In Him is the 
only safe place. Men have thought 
money could buy safety, but they have 
lost it. In Christ Jesus is the only 
safety. 





Note.—On December 25, 1943, the Tres 
published a beautiful little article by Mrs, 
Low, in which she told how she explained 
to her grandson, Norman, what had hap- 
pened to his little sister, Sharon, when she 
died. Copies of this true story, in an attrac- 
tive, illustrated pamphlet, may still be had 
upon request from Mrs. Ethel S. Low, Box 
184, Felton, Calif. 


FELTON, CALIF, 
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. , . 
This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 482) 
1. The name of God does not appear once. 


2. Because it is a story of the activities of 
God in behalf of His people. 


3. About fifty years after the first release 
from Babylon, decreed by Cyrus. 


4. They were scattered throughout the em- 
pire (8:8; 4:3), which covered a large part 
of the known world. 


5. Purim (9:20-23). 
6. Mordecai’s message to Esther in 4:14. 


7. Assurance of God's faithfulness to His 
Chosen People in their distress; the divine 
purpose in the elevation,of Esther. 


8. One should be hesitant in designating 
the manners of a heathen court as types of 
Christian truth, but they can be legitimately 
used in the sphere of illustration. 


9. Our native alienation from God (4:11); 
the royal garb of acceptance, the robe of 
righteousness (5:1); boldness to enter the 
holy place (5:1); the scepter of grace and 
the throne of grace (5:2). (Read Eph. 2:11, 
12; Heb. 4:16; 10:19-22.) 
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Two blocks from ocean. Early reservations han. Hog 
Good restaurants. Rates upon request. 
Kelso, 61 Rehoboth Ave., Rehoboth Beach, 
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President D. K. Reisinger 
and the Board consisting of 
outstanding business and 
professional men who are 
interested in the prepara- 
tion of Christian youth 
leadership. 


“Diligent in Business” 


[N these days of end-time apos- 
tasy, Buffalo Bible Institute has been 
established and is maintained expressly 
to train Christian young people to meet 
the present acute shortage of Bible- 
believing Missionaries, Pastors, Evangel- 
ists, Directors of Christian Education 
and other workers. A nominal tuition 
is charged, the student paying only 
modest amounts for room, board and fees. The 
cost of education varies according to enrollment, 
but averages perhaps $350 per student per year 
beyond student fees. his represents the Insti- 
tute’s contribution to the student's preparation. 


The affairs of the Institute are directly controlled 
by a Board of Directors consisting of nineteen 
leading Buffalo business and professional men, 
and representing a number of different denomina- 
tional and independent church groups, serving 
without pay. 


Your prayer fellowship will have a direct 
bearing upon intelligent Christian mis- 
sionary leadership to the ends of the 
earth. For complete details address Office 
of the President. Dept. T-548 


UFFALO 1 
IBLE INSTITUTE 


827 Delaware Avenue 
Buffalo 9, New York 











The WORLD’S FUTURE 


is being DECIDED NOW! 


For the peace of the world, the Slavonic nations 


must be evangelized ! 


NOW is the time for this most important task 
Especially the Christians must 


facing the world! 
face this task squarely and bravely! 


Do your share through the Ukrainian Missionary 
and Bible Society, Inc., which maintains the only 
UKRAINIAN BIBLE INSTITUTE in the world for 
training missionaries for Ukrainian and other Sla- 





UKRAINE—the most strategic Gospel 
field in Europe 


vonic peoples, carries a wide radio ministry, has missionaries in Europe, South.sand 
North America, prints and distributes religious literature, and carries direct relief 
work to the needy and distressed refugees throughout Europe. 


Please write and send your contributions to: , 


THE UKRAINIAN MISSIONARY AND BIBLE SOCIETY, “7 


Berwyn niece 


Dept. ST. 


523-527 20th $ 


Wort 
Saskatoon, Sask., 


Mt 
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A fruitful ministry of evange- 
lism and Scripture distribution 
supported by free-will offerings. 

Send for free Quarterly with 
news of workin U.S. and China to: 


NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS 
POCKET TESTAMENT LEAGUE 


156 Fifth Ave., NEW YORK 10, N.Y. 














—. J.OLIVER BUSWELL,JR., PRESIDENT 


ANEW LONEND 


NY) BIBLE INSTITUTE 


1 U ‘ Street, NEW YORK CITY 


Menthly Publication, ‘The Bible Today”’ 
Free from entangling alliances with “modernism.” Chartered and 
registered by New York State Regents, granting B.R.E. and Th.B. 
degrees, as well as the Bible Institute and Missionary Medical Course 
diplomas. Entrance requirements, high school graduation. 


Write for catalog. 





Washington Bible Institute 
1445 Rhode Island Avenue,N.W. Washington 5, D. C. 
Three-Year General Bible Course 
George A. Miles, President 


Write for catalogue 





PHIL KERR’S BIBLE QUIZ 


Over 500 Bible questions and answers, including 

20 “Hard” questions, and “Interesting Bible Facts,” 

with added feature of new Gospel music. Creates 

never failing interest among members of the home 

circle in Bible study. 32 pages, only 25 cents. 
Order your copy TODAY 
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A NEW EDITION OF 


A Chemist and His Bible 


By Charles M. A. Stine, Ph.D., Sc.D., LL.D. 


A masterful booklet of apologetics on 
the truth and wonders of the Bible by a 
man who for many years was the Direc- 
tor of Research of one of the world’s 
largest industrial corporations. 

Now in its third edition, bringing it up to 
date in view of later discoveries inthe field 
of atomic energy, in a 48-page booklet. 


Paper bound — 30 cents, postpaid 
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Tine Hardest Word in Any Language 
(Prov. 1:8-16; Col. 4:6) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeayor, and are 
used by permission. 


HERE are really two words that 

give many believers great difficulty. 
Many occasions will be encountered by 
Christians when it will be difficult to 
say, “No.” But there will also be many 
times when it will not be easy to say, 
“Te.” 

ve 


Human nature is such that many 
forms of evil have a definite appeal. 
Contrary to what some earnest Chris- 
tians believe, God does not somehow fix 
us up so that we cannot sin, or so that 
wrong has no appeal for us. To be sure, 
there may be some particular form of 
sin, or disobedience, for which God may, 
and often does, take the desire out of 
our hearts. And, through the counter- 
acting and restraining power of the in- 
dwelling Christ, He has made it unnec- 
essary that we should sin. But the old 
nature is there, and will be until we are 
transformed at the coming of the Lord 
Jesus, and thus there will be, until that 
time, something in us to which sin can 
appeal. 

For the same reason it is sometimes 
quite difficult for the Christian to say 
“Yes” to God. Self-will asserts itself, 
and lack of trust brings doubt into our 
hearts that God’s way for us really is 
the best way. So we find it hard some- 
times to say “Yes” to Him. 

4 

Three things are needed in the life of 
the believer if “No” is to be said at the 
proper time, or “Yes” is to be our heart’s 
cry to our Heavenly Father. These are 
purpose, guidance, and information. 

1. Purpose. You will recall that it is 
written of Daniel, when confronted with 
the temptation to eat of Nebuchadnez- 
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zar’s luxuries and to drink of his intoxi- 
cants, that he “purposed in his heart 
that he would not defile himself” (Dan. 
1:8). There was a definite determina- 
tion and exercise of the will, on Daniel’s 
part, to follow what he believed was 
God’s will for his life. 

Likewise, in the history of the Chil- 
dren of Israel, there came a time when 
Joshua, their leader, confronted them 
with a decision. He said to them, 
“Choose you this day whom ye will 
serve; whether the gods which your 
fathers served that were on the other 
side of the flood, or the gods of the 
Amorites, in whose land ye dwell: but 
as for me and my house, we will serve 
the Lord” (Josh. 24:15), 

Few victories in the Christian life are 
accomplished by drifting into them. 
God asks of us a clear-cut purpose and 
decision to serve Him, a counting of the 
cost of following Him, and then setting 
our faces to do it. The way from then 
on will not always be easy, but it will 
be clear. He has promised, you will 
recall, “If any man will do his [God’s] 
will, he shall know of the teaching” 
(John 7:17). We may not know the 
whole way, but we can and will know 
the next step when it is necessary to 
take it, if our hearts are set to obey 
God. 


2. Guidance, As implied under the 
first requisite of “purpose,” guidance 
will be given at the time we need to 
make a move, if we have determined to 
do God’s will at any cost. But, at the 
same time, we have a definite part in 
making God’s guidance available. In 
Romans 12:1, 2 we are told what that 
part is. It is to yield ourselves com- 
pletely to God. This includes our will, 
our plans and ambitions, our desires, 
and all that we have and are. It is a 
reasonable act, because God has bought 
us, through the sacrifice of His Son on 
the cross (1 Cor. 6:19, 20). 

We are asked to yield ourselves wholly 
to Him so that we may “prove what is 
that good, and acceptable, and perfect, 
will of God.” We need God’s guidance 
if we are to say “No,” or “Yes,” at the 
right time, for we shall find that there 


are many things in the Christian life . 


that may be all right in themselves, but 
may not be for us, at a particular time. 
There may be courses of action that may 
not be harmful to us, but which God 
would have us turn away from because 
of others. 

A coftsecrated young missionary found 
that God was leading him to give up 
tennis, but because, at that particular 
time, and in that mission station where 
he was located, his love of tennis was 
leading him to give more time to it than 
should have been given, and thus his 
conduct, innocent enough in _ itself, 
proved a stumbling block to some of the 
other missionaries. 


3. Information. There are some things 
that are unquestionably wrong for the 
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believer. We can know what these are 
by reading God’s Word, and lettirig the 
Holy Spirit speak to us through its 
pages. There are some things that are 
not so clear cut, and often our friends 
or relatives will say to us, “What is the 
harm in doing that?” or, “What harm 
can there be in indulging just this once?” 
There are others who will come to us 
with a “dare” to do this or that, appeal- 
ing to our pride, or implying that we 
are cowardly. We need to have all the 
information we can get to support our 
action, and we need to “be ready always 
to give an answer to every man that 
asketh you a reason of the hope that is 
in you with meekness and fear” (1 Pet. 
3:15). 

God’s Word is our first and best source, 
but often we shall find here only the 
great principles that should control our 
action, and we need, sometimes, specific 
information. For example: 

Why do we refuse to smoke? Is it 
really harmful? Do we know the an- 
swers from experienced and trustworthy 
sources? 

Why do we refuse intoxicants? Are 
they really harmful, and do they form 
habits that are difficult to break? 

Why are we against petting and the 
like? What are its dangers, and why do 
we believe Christians should have noth- 
ing to do with such things? 

Very often we shall find helpful coun- 
sel and information in trusted Christian 
periodicals, in tracts, and from the coun- 
sel of Christian friends. We owe it to 
ourselves and to others to know the 
reason for saying “No” to such things. 

Perhaps your young people’s society 
has a real opportunity here in making 
available to its members information and 
helpful literature on various problems 
that present themselves to your group. 

PHILADELPHIA, 

we 


Children at Home 


Vera's Vacation 
A tue story 
By Alice Hooton 


T WAS a glorious summer day in 

August at an English seaside town. 
The sunshine made the waves sparkle 
and glint. On the beach a number of 
children and grownups were gathered 
together under the banner of the Chil- 
dren’s Special Service Mission. They 
had been holding a service on the sand 
for boys and girls. Mr. Martin was a 


_ loving and capable leader; how he had 


prayed that many boys and girls might 
come to the Saviour, and give their 
hearts and lives to Him. 

One of the children was little Vera 
Burnham. She was staying with her 
grandma, whose house was not far from 
the beach. She was only seven years 
old, but she loved to go to the services, 
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anc every morning was eager to be off 
with her spade to help to dig the sand 
church. A large — was made for a 
pulpit and decorated with flowers, and 
a word from the Bible such as Jesus, 
Love, Saved, Come, Faith, was traced 
in stones or green seaweed on the front 
of it. Then several rows of pews were 
dug for the congregation to sit on. 

At the close of that morning’s service, 
Vera went to one of the lady workers 
and said, “I gave my heart to Jesus, the 
other day when Mr. Martin first talked 
about it.” 

“IT am so glad,” replied Miss An- 
derson, “you belong to the Lord Jesus 
now,” and she led the little girl to the 
leader. ; 

Mr. Martin put his arm around 
the child, and, explaining it very sim- 
ply, showed her texts from the Bible 
that tell how Jesus died for our sin, and 
that He will wash it all away when 
we come to Him in faith. God opened 
her heart to understand, and little Vera 
fully realized that her sins had been 
laid upon the Saviour when He died on 
Calvary, and that she had received Him 
into her heart, 

“Granny,” she announced at the din- 
ner table, “I’ve given my heart to Jesus,” 

“Oh,” remarked her grandpa, “then 
you’re His little soldier now.” 

“You must tell Mummie when you go 
home,” said Grannie, as her eyes rested 
lovingly on the little girl’s bright face. 

“Oh, yes, I shall; and I shall tell Benny, 
too, and then he can give his heart to 
Jesus.” Benny was her small brother. 

Vera was very happy as she spent the 
afternoon playing on the sand, for now 
she could sing: 

“I'm H-A-P-P-Y; I’m H-A-P-P-Y; 
Because I am His little lamb 
I'm H-A-P-P-Y.” 

Dear little readers, boys and girls, have 
you given your hearts to the Lord Jesus 
and asked Him to come in and take away 
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Days of Heaven on Earth 


Popular devotional commentary in 
verse and prose. 
reading. A beautiful gift book. At- 
tractively bound. $1.50. 


The Holy Spirit; or, Power from on High 


Two volume set which affords the most complete exposition 
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ments. $3.00 a set. 


Order from your 


Arranged for daily 





CHRISTIAN PUBLICATIONS, Inc. 
1517 N. Third Street, Harrisburg, Pa. 











490 
REST in the POCONO MOUNTAINS 


Please refer to this ad 
TYGERT’S, Mill Creek Rd., CRESCO, PA. 


(18) * 





THE FIFTH FREEDOM 
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all your sin? If you have, you, too, will 
be as happy as Vera was, and you will 
want to tell your little brothers and 
sisters and friends. 

Perhaps you’ve never thought about 
it, or understood what it means. Will 
you not tell the loving Saviour now that 
you want Him to come into your heart 
and forgive all your sin? He will do 
it, for He says, “Behold, I stand at the 
door, and knock: if any man hear my 
voice, and open the door; I will come in” 
(Rev. 3:20). 

I'm not too young to come to Jesus, 
For He loves a little child; 
And I need Him, and He needs me; 


And, oh, how happy I shall be 
If I come now, 


BRIDLINGTON, YORKS, ENG, 
we 


‘The New Dean of Education 
at Moody Bible Institute 


HE Rev. S. Maxwell Coder has been 

appointed Dean of Education at the 
Moody Bible Institute, succeeding Dr. 
William Culbertson, who is now Presi- 
dent of the Institute. 

Mr. Coder is a graduate in education 
from Temple University Teachers Col- 
lege, Philadelphia; and received his Mas- 
ter of Theology degree from Dallas The- 
ological Seminary. For five years he 
served Presbyterian churches in New 
Jersey and Philadelphia as pastor, and 
was associate editor of Revelation, He 
has been with the Institute since 1945, 
as faculty member and writer. Mr. 
Coder has written many magazine arti- 
cles, a book entitled “Dobbie: Defender 
of Malta,” and a Bible correspondence 
course, “Youth Triumphant.” 


ys 
Where To Send Old Copies 
of the Times 


HE Berean Bible Class, Balboa, Canal 

Zone, can make good use of old 
copies of THE Sunpay ScHoot Times. 
The secretary writes: “There is such a 
great need here on the Isthmus of Pan- 
ama for real Gospel preaching and true 
Scripture teaching, that we feel that 
short annual Bible conferences are in- 
sufficient to spread the Gospel to this 
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changing populace. Also there is so 
much false literature being circulated, 
that we have decided to counteract the 
same by placing racks in public places 
for distribution of papers and tracts 
that are sound in their doctrinal teach- 
ing.” 

Copies may be sent to Mrs. Harry 
Akers, secretary, Box 1014, Balboa, Canal 
Zone, ye 


An Old-Fashioned 
Sunday School Convention 


HE third annual convention of the 
National Sunday School Association 
will be held in Denver, October 12-15, 
‘The theme will be the newest and best 
methods of church and Sunday school 


work, conducted on true-to-the-Bible 
lines. 

Addresses will be given by the Rev. 
Robert Pearce; “Bob” Shuler, D.D., 


LL.D.; Frank F. Warren,’ D.D., M.A., 
president of Whitworth College, Spo- 
kane, Wash.; Henrietta C. Mears, direc- 
tor of Christian Education of the First 
Presbyterian Church of Hollywood and 
editor-in-chief of the Gospel Light 
Press; and the Rev. Archer E. Anderson? 
Th.D., president of the National Sunday 
School Association: and pastor of the 
First Presbyterian Church of Duluth, 
Minn, 

Further information may be obtained 
from the executive secretary, C. V. Eger- 
meier, 542 S. Dearborn St., Chicago 5. 


oe 
The Singing in One of 
John Wesley's Sunday Schools 


NY Sunday school superintendent 

could well be thankful to have such 
singing in his school as John Wesley 
heard one Sunday afternoon 160 years 
ago. He describes what he saw and 
heard, in. his concise, exact, and bold 
style, as follows: 

“About three o’clock in the afternoon 
of the Lord’s Day, Apri! 20, 178%, I met 
between nine hundred and a thousand 
of the children belonging to our Sunday 
schools in Bolton. I never saw such a 
sight before. They were all exactly. 
clean, ds well as plain in their apparel. 
All were serious and _ well-behaved; 
many. both boys and girls, had as beau- 
tiful faces as, I believe, Engiand or 
Europe can afford. When they all sung 
together, and none of them out of tune, 
the melody was beyond that of any 
theatre. And what is best of all, many 
of them truly fear God, and some re- 
joice in His salvation. These are a pat- 
tern to all the town. And this I must 
avow, there is not such a set of singers 
in any of the Methodist congregations in 
the three kingdoms as in this town. 
There cannot be; for we have near a 
hundred such trebles, boys and girls, 


selected out of our Sunday schools, and 
accurately taught, as are not to be found 
cathedral, 


together in any chapel, or 
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music room, within the four seas. Be- 
sides the spirit with which they sing, 
and the beauty of many of them, so suits 
the melody, that I defy any to exceed it, 
except the singing of angels in our 
Father’s house.” 





From “The Sunday School World — An ency- 
clopedia of facts and principles, illustrated by 
anecdotes, incidents,- and quotations from the 
works of the most eminent writers on Sun- 
day school matters.” Edited by James Comper 
Gray. (Elliot, Stock, London, 1871.) Recently 
presented by a reader to The Sunday School 
Times editorial library. 
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For Family Worship 
By Emest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


June 7 to 13 
Mon.—Esther 2:15-18. 
“And the King Loved Esther.” 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “The king loved 
Esther above all the women.” The hearts 
of kings are in the hands of the Lord, 
and He turneth them whithersoever He 
will. The providence of God appears 
in this and ‘several other leve stories 
of the Bible. God thus works out His 
great purposes. Our Lord doeth what 
He will in the earth and in the armies 
of Heaven. He who is King of kings 
loves the Church. He purchased her 
with His own blood. This is the great- 
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will give this book to anyone sending 
in FIVE NEW twenty-two weeks 
subscriptions to the TIMES at $1 each. 


In THe Sunpay Scuoot Trmes 
of April 24th of this year the 
President and Editor, Dr. Philip 
E. Howard, Jr., reviewing this 
remarkable book, among other 
things, said: 

“Dr. Smith’s new book should 
arouse the most phlegmatic and 
conservative reader. This is not 
because he sets dates for the ful- 
fillment of Bible prophecies, or 
gives fantastic interpretations of 
crucial passages of Scripture; but 
rather because of the great mass 
of facts he has gathered from 
authoritative sources on the 
latest developments in atomic 
physics, and the sober and sch@l- 
arly commentaries on important 
passages which he has drawn 
from the whole of Christian lit- 
erature, from the Church Fathers 
to our present day. 


“The note of triumph that one 
would expect in such a book by 
Dr. Smith is found in his last 
chapter, ‘Victory in Christ.’ He 
stresses ‘the absolute pre-emi- 
nence and sufficiency of the Lord 
Jesus Christ,’ and the need for 
holding fast to the Bible in these 
perilous times. He holds out the 
‘Blessed Hope’ of the Lord's re- 
turn as the hope of this world 
and every believer. 


“Christian people should be 
grateful to Dr. Wilbur Smith for 
the fine work he has done in ex- 
plaining atomic power in lan- 
guage that the average reader 
can understand; in relating the 
events and inventions of the last 
three years to important Bible 
passages which give us some light 
on them; and for his challenge to 
remember that ‘we have also 
a more sure word of prophecy; 
whereunto ye do well that ye 
take heed, as unto a light that 
shineth in a dark place, until the 
day dawn, and the day star arise 
in your hearts’ (2 Pet. 1:19).” 


This offer applies only to subscriptions in the United States. 


_ A post card mentioning this offer will bring you some sample 
copies of the TIMES, an order blank, and circulars. 


When you obtain FIVE subscriptions send the names and 
addresses (with zone numbers) with a remittance of $5. Upon 
receipt, these names go on our mailing list and your copy of this 
unusual book will be sent to you immediately. 


Send all subscriptions at one time. 
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Reaching School Children 
for Christ 


Summer camp time is near. A child 
must memorize 300 verses from God’s 
Word to earn a week at camp. Each 
camper costs $10, and we expect 3,000 
in attendance this year. Pray with us 
for the needed $30,000. Write for 


“What is the Children’s Bible Mission?” 


CHILDREN'S BIBLE MISSION 
Box 1137 Lakeland, Florida 
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by Robert Harkness 


One hundred sixty-five choruses on 
different portions of the Word. 
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est love story in the world. Pray for 
the William Jennings Bryan University, 
Dayton, Tenn. 
Tues.—Esther 4:4-8. 
Esther Learns of a Conspiracy. 
PraYER SuccestTions: “Then was the 
queen ... grieved.” God times our tid- 
ings. He stays His rough wind in the 
day of the east wind. And when the 
woes of life o’ertake us, hopes deceive 
and fears annoy, He is present with 
timely aid. The shocking tidings whis- 
pered to Esther by Mordecai could not 
have reached more interested ears and 
a more influential person. This sort of 
providence may be looked for by all 
believers in the seasons of distress and 
grief. God times every event in your 
life in perfect wisdom. Pray for the 
Missionary Gospel Fellowship, Turlock 
Mercantile Bldg., Turlock, Calif. 
Wed.—Esther 4:13-17. 
“And if I perish, I perish.” 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “If I perish, I per- 
ish.” 
our heart’s best expression of faith in 
God. A person, like Esther, willing to 
die, if need be, in righteous efforts, will 
never be forgotten of God. Folks must 
pay the price for spiritual children as 
well as for natural children. 
are willing to risk for God’s cause in- 
dicates our love to Him for His love to 
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1,000 Languages Without Sble 


We Have Not Given Them God’s Word Vet 


Outstanding linguists ana pioneer missionaries 
believe that it is possible to reach these Bible-less 
tribes in all parts of the world in this generation if 
evangelical forces all work earnestly toward this goal. 


Prayer requests: One hundred new recruits from 
seminaries, colleges and Bible schools needed to 
take linguistic training this summer at Camp 
Wycliffe, on the campus of the University or Okla- 
homa, or at Caronport, Saskatchewan, and then go 
to Mexico, Peru, or Venezuela to learn Indian lan- 
guages and translate God’s Word. 





For prayer list and other information, write: 


WYCLIFFE BIBLE TRANSLATORS, 


Wm. G. Nyman, Secretary 


INC, 


Glendale 5, California 
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Facing the worst often brings out . 


What we_ 


us. All who yield to God’s will never 
will’ regret that surrender. Pray for 
the Friends of Israel Missionary and Re- 
lief Society, Inc., 728 Witherspoon Bldg., 
Philadelphia 7. 


Thurs.—Esther 7. An Adversary and an Enemy. 

PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “The adversary 
and enemy.” Enemies pose as friends. 
They put up a friendly front; but be- 
hind that cover they do their evil work. 
God knows and observes; and He will 
deliver trusting souls. Satan is your 
arch enemy. He is your adversary. He 
will seek your ruin. Unless the Lord 
(to whom you must ever look) is your 
helper you will suffer at Satan’s merci- 
less hands. Look to your heavenly 
Friend at the court above; He is our 
refuge and strength and a present help 
in trouble. Pray for the Cook Christian 
Training School, 4050 N. Second St., 
Phoenix, Ariz. 
Fri.—Esther 8:1-8. 

A King’s Decree Saves a Race. 

PRAYER SvuGcEsTIoNs: “In the king’s 
name.” God turned the heart of the king 
to use all his influence to save israel 
from destruction at the hands of Haman, 
their cruel enemy. For the sake of His 
covenant He allowed no man to destroy 
them, And though we were once enemies 
of God, now as pardoned rebels, we have 
God’s protection. His: promises to us 
are as sure as His throne, and that is 
eternal. Trust God. Believe His sure 
Word of promise. Pray for the Star of 
Hope, 1125-26 James Bldg., Box 587, 
Chuttanooga, Tenn. 


Sat.—Esther 9:26-32. The Feast of Purim. 
PRAYER Succestions: “They called 
those days Purim after the name of Pur.” 
Commemorating the casting of the vote 
to destroy the nation of Israel, Purim is 
still observed by this people. God pre- 
vented the plot from being carried out. 
“The lot is cast into the lap; but the 
whole disposal thereof is of the Lord.” 
No counsel or might can work against 
God. The child of God can rest in peace 
knowing that no weapon formed against 
him shall prosper, and that every tongue 
that shall rise in judgment against Him 
shall be condemned. Pray for the Be- 
thesda Free Church School, 2600 E. 38th 
St., Minneapolis 6. 
Sun.—Psalm 44:1-8. 
“What Work Thou Didst in Their Days.” 
PRAYER SuccestTions: “O God, our 
fathers have told us, what work thou 
didst in their days.” The past re- 
veals God’s hand in the present af- _, 
fairs of men and nations. History iso 
the story of what God hath wrought. ~ 
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Learn God’s ways from His former = «4 = 
He hath made His wonder-*® 2 & 
ful works to be remembered. Psalm.) tn 
77 is a splendid confession of a de- -4 


dealings. 


pressed believer who doubted God’s 
providence. ‘ Read it and this 44th 
Psalm, especially on days of gloom. 
Pray for the Great Commission Prayer 
League, 808 N. LaSalle St., Chicago 10. 
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